Improve Education
“Recognizing that responsible self-government depends on enlightened citizens and informed public opinion, the Foundation supports scholarly studies and academic achievement.”

Bradley Foundation grants in this area are made in an effort to strengthen its commitment to helping insure the widest possible universe of educational options for all parents and families.  Bradley’s grant giving aims to protect and expand full school choice and charter schools for all students in Milwaukee and around the country, raise the level of services for gifted students in our community, the state, and nationwide, and improve curriculum standards and accountability for results of all schools.  

Promote Economic Growth and Prosperity
“The Bradley brothers were committed to preserving and defending the tradition of free representative government and private enterprise that has enabled the American nation, and, in a larger sense, the entire Western world to flourish intellectually and economically.”

Consonant with its purpose the Foundation awards support for projects designated to secure a growing and prosperous economy, and, in doing so, better the prospect for the good life for all our citizens.  To that end grants are made to affect government policies which lighten overall tax and regulatory burdens, open up the current retirement security system to informed individual preferences, and diminish government’s role in health care by promoting the benefits of incentive-based healthcare models. 

Revitalize Civil Society
“The Foundation aims to encourage projects that focus on cultivating a renewed, healthier, and more vigorous sense of citizenship among the American people, and among peoples of other nations, as well.”

The Bradley Foundation’s “New Citizenship” grantmaking agenda seeks to further the interests of or directly assist community-based, voluntary, often grassroots and faith-based groups.  The Foundation aims to reinvigorate and renew traditional, local institutions such as families, schools, churches, and neighborhoods for all of these provide opportunities for the exercise of genuine citizenship.  

Strengthen Private Initiative
“The brothers had an abiding belief in the dignity and decency of each person.  They felt that only in an environment of economic and political freedom could individuals develop their talents, hone their skills and intellect, and contribute to the improvement of the human condition.”

To commemorate the Bradley brothers deep belief in enabling all to better their lives, the Foundation makes grants which fight for the rights of all people to offer their labor and talents on their own individual terms.  A special interest of Bradley’s philanthropy in this regard is seeking to help others develop their own philanthropy consistent with those of the two brothers it honors.  

Defend and Advance Freedom
“The Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation is likewise devoted to strengthening American democratic capitalism and the institutions, principles and values that sustain and nurture it.  Its programs support limited, competent government, and a vigorous defense at home and abroad of American ideas and institutions.”  

The Foundation’s grantmaking traditionally is directed to assisting projects and institutions contributing in an important way to the development and implementation of a defense and security policy that defends American interests at home and abroad.  It seeks to encourage those who work vigorously to defend the tradition of free representative government.  

Intellectual Infrastructure

“They believed that, over time, the consequences of ideas were more decisive than the force of political or economic movements.”  

The Bradley Foundation works to strengthen institutions and individuals which contribute to the nurturing of those ideas that form the cornerstone of our intellectual, cultural, and economic way of life.  In this project the Foundation typically helps programs and scholars in higher education, “think tanks,” journals, magazines, books, and other undertakings that enlighten and inform public opinion.  

Legacy
“The Foundation will continue the Bradley’s interest in helping to improve the quality of life in the Milwaukee metropolitan area.”

The grants awarded here follow through on the Foundation’s core mission of preserving Bradley’s philanthropic legacy in Milwaukee and Wisconsin.  Its support is directed to assisting the work of the significant educational, social, and cultural institutions contributing to strengthening the city and state’s civic fabric in ways extending Lynde and Harry’s principles and philosophy.

