Bradley Prizes 2009
Milwaukee’s Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation awarded its 2009 Bradley Prizes to historian Sir Martin Gilbert, University of California, Los Angeles economist Arnold Harberger, editor of The Weekly Standard William Kristol, and the founders and leaders of the Federalist Society for Law and Public Policy Studies in an inspiring and entertaining ceremony at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C., on June 3.  The $250,000 prizes recognize and celebrate the honorees’ achievements in areas consistent with the Foundation’s mission – the promotion and defense of liberal democracy, democratic capitalism, and American ideas and institutions at home and abroad.

Sir Martin Gilbert is the official biographer of Winston Churchill and a renowned historian of the modern world. He has authored more than 80 books, including six volumes of the biography Winston S. Churchill, the one-volume Churchill: A Life, and 12 edited volumes of Churchill documents. Among Sir Martin’s other major works are histories of World Wars I and II, the 20th century, modern British politics, the Holocaust, and the founding of the state of Israel. He has also authored 12 historical atlases, including the pioneering Atlas of the Second World War. Among historians, Martin Gilbert is distinguished by his exhaustive research in original sources and his meticulous attention to factual detail. In 1995, he was knighted for “services to British history and international relations.” Martin Gilbert is an Honorary Fellow at Merton College, Oxford University, and a Distinguished Fellow at Hillsdale College.       

Arnold Harberger is Distinguished Professor of Economics at the University of California-Los Angeles. He is also the Gustavus F. and Ann M. Swift Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus at the University of Chicago. Professor Harberger is chief economic advisor to the United States Agency for International Development, a past president of the American Economic Association, and has been a policy consultant to many foreign governments, international financial organizations, and foundations. A tireless advocate for careful economic analysis of policy questions, Professor Harberger is widely recognized as one of the founders of modern public finance economics. He has devoted much of his career to training students who later went on to hold high-ranking positions in their respective countries. Professor Harberger is best known for leading “the Chicago Boys,” a group of Latin American students with connections to the University of Chicago who introduced market discipline and market institutions in Chile during the 1970s. 

William Kristol is editor of The Weekly Standard, a leading journal of politics and ideas.  An influential public intellectual, he is a Fox News political analyst, a panelist on Fox News Sunday, and a monthly columnist for The Washington Post. Prior to co-founding The Weekly Standard in 1995, Mr. Kristol led the Project for the Republican Future, where he helped shape the strategy that produced the 1994 Republican congressional victory. Earlier, he served as chief of staff to Vice President Dan Quayle and to Education Secretary William Bennett. Mr. Kristol was on the faculty of Harvard University from 1983 to 1985 and the University of Pennsylvania from 1979 to 1983. He has published widely in areas ranging from foreign policy to constitutional law to political philosophy. Mr. Kristol is also Chairman of National Affairs, Inc., and publisher of the new journal National Affairs.  

The Federalist Society is a membership organization within the legal profession dedicated to advancing an understanding of the principles underlying American law and furthering their application. It was founded in 1982 by Spencer Abraham, Steven Calabresi, David McIntosh, and Lee Liberman Otis while they were law students at Harvard, Yale, and the University of Chicago.  Under the leadership of Eugene Meyer and Leonard Leo, the Society has since expanded into a nationally prominent institution with active chapters at each of the more than 200 ABA-accredited law schools and in 70 major cities across the nation representing more than 40,000 law students, attorneys, academics, public policy practitioners, and jurists. The Honorable Spencer Abraham is Chairman and CEO of the Abraham Group, former U.S. Senator, and former Secretary of Energy. Steven Calabresi is the George C. Dix Professor of Law at Northwestern University and Chairman of the Federalist Society’s Board of Directors. The Honorable David McIntosh is a partner in the law firm Mayer Brown LLP and former member of the U.S. House of Representatives. Eugene Meyer is founding President, Executive Director, and CEO of the Federalist Society. Leonard Leo is Executive Vice President, and Mrs. Otis is Senior Vice President. 

