Nomination of David Brady for 2015 Bradley Prize

Submitted by:

Henry R. Nau                                                         Professor of Political Science and

Elliott School of International Affairs                        International Affairs

George Washington University                             1957 E Street NW, Suite 501

Phone: 202-994-3167                                            Washington, D.C. 20052

Fax: 202-994-5477                                                 nau@gwu.edu
Nominee Information:

David Brady

Bowen H. and Janice Arthur McCoy Professor of Political Science in the Graduate School of Business, and 

Professor of Political Science in the Department of Political Science, and

Senior Fellow, Hoover Institution.

Stanford University 

Stanford, CA 94305-5015

dbrady@stanford.edu
Nominee's Area of Expertise:

Academic/U.S. Congress/Conservative Policy Entrepreneur
Statement of Nomination:
David Brady is one of the most highly respected academic scholars studying the U.S. Congress and American politics. He has published eight books and more than 100 papers in professional journals and edited books, including several articles in the top or gold standard journal of political science, the American Political Science Review. 
Among his most recent publications are Leadership and Growth (World Bank Publications, 2010) co edited with Michael Spence; Revolving Gridlock: Politics and Policy from Carter to Bush II (Westview Press, 2006); and Red and Blue Nation? Characteristics and Causes of America’s Polarized Politics with Pietro Nivola (2007). The book that launched his career was Critical Elections and Congressional Policy Making (Stanford University Press, 1989); it won the Richard F. Fenno Award for "Best Book on Legislative Studies in 1989" and was runner up for the Woodrow Wilson Award for “Best Book in Political Science in 1989.” 

Brady is not only a widely respected academic; he is an acknowledged and aggressive conservative policy entrepreneur. As deputy director of the Hoover Institution from 2002-2012, he has cultivated numerous conservative thinkers and assisted their research and advancement in the fields of both American and international politics. That’s how I first came to know him. He invited me to speak at the Hoover Institution. It was not an easy initial encounter. He interrupted my presentation almost immediately and challenged me with decidedly icy questions. Fortunately, I knew what I was talking about and that’s what he needed to know. He is precisely the sort of tough-minded, conservative-oriented scholar that the academy needs more of. Recognizing Brady would put the liberal academy on notice that conservative foundations are ready to support outstanding academics and compete for intellectual excellence and diversity.  
Supporting Documentation:
Brady received a B.S. degree from Western Illinois University and an M.A. in 1967 and a Ph.D. in 1970 from the University of Iowa. He was a C.I.C. scholar at the University of Michigan from 1964 to 1965.
Brady has been on continuing appointment at Stanford University since 1987. He was associate dean from 1997 to 2001 at Stanford University; a fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences from 1985 to 1986 and again in 2001–2; and the Autrey Professor at Rice University, 1980–87.

In 1987 he was elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. In addition to prestigious book awards, Brady also won, during his years at Stanford, the Dinkenspiel Award for service to undergraduates, the Richard Lyman Prize for service to alumni, and the first Phi Beta Kappa Teaching Award.
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