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STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  With the loss of James Q. Wilson, Charles Murray may be America's most important living social scientist. He is certainly today's most accomplished and influential social scientist of classical liberal disposition—anywhere in the world, period.

The case for Dr. Murray on the merits is self-evident. Every literate American today knows his name—and not a few of them have changed their minds about the role of big government in the lives of the little people thanks to his formidably researched, fearlessly honest, and beautifully written studies. (The fact that many of these studies were bestsellers speaks for itself.) Losing Ground changed the way America thought about welfare policies—in fact it was arguably responsible for the welfare reforms of the 1990s. The Bell Curve, Human Accomplishment, and Coming Apart are all classics of social science research. He has also written compelling and charming apologia for limited government, individual rights, and the American way: among them, What It means To Be A Libertarian; In Our Hands; American Exceptionalism; and The Curmudgeon’s Guide To Getting Ahead.

There is also a tactical case for this award—and this is stronger than ever. Murray is being vilified and demonized on the Left through a willful mis-read of his work on IQ. The Southern Poverty Law Center has even branded him a “White Nationalist” and placed him on their watch-list of dangerous “Extremists” in America: http://www.splcenter.org/get-informed/intelligence-files/profiles/Charles-Murray. Rest assured this is only the beginning—and not just for Murray. This is a chess game in which the enemies of freedom eventually declare America’s founding principles to be “Hate Speech”. Pushback, anyone? Recognizing Murray’s brilliance and courage with a Bradley Prize will send an important signal.
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