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	Abstract (Document Summary)

	In making his argument for freedom of expression Mill had two interrelated political tasks: First, he wanted to eradicate religious intolerance at his time. In itself, Mill's struggle to eradicate religious intolerance appears distinct from having an animosity towards religion. However, in reality there was only a slight difference between fighting religion and fighting religious intolerance. In "On Liberty" Mill claimed that where there was religion, there was intolerance. Second, he wanted to establish a commitment to freedom and liberation that would allow humanity to pursue its happiness. Mill believed that human happiness and well-being could best be attained through individual endeavors rather than communal action. So far, however, retrograde ideologies and most notably Christianity had kept Western people from attaining an authentic consciousness that would lead them towards a rational quest for happiness. Thus, in Mill's philosophical system, reason, liberation, and the attainment of human well-being or happiness are all tied to each other in a web of relationships.

In the end, my findings point out to several conclusions: First, while Mill saw the workings of free expression as an agent of the Enlightenment, his argument for free expression was intended to outlast the successes of his immediate philosophical and political struggles. Second, I lend credit to the thesis that Mill's call for free expression cannot be fully accounted for by his avowed utilitarianism. Third, I argue that Mill's critique of mass society was, albeit with significant differences, a precursor of German existentialist thought.
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