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	The <italic>Meno</italic> is Plato's dialogue on virtue, or human excellence. It examines two overarching questions: What is excellence? Is excellence teachable, or how else might it be acquired? Despite this fact, most studies of the <italic> Meno</italic> prejudge at their outset precisely what is at issue; that is, they presume that the dialogue is about none other than moral excellence. In addition to this limitation, the <italic>Meno</italic> is rarely understood to be about excellence from beginning to end. This is due in part to its strange character, for it is composed of apparently disparate discussions on a wide range of topics with three very different interlocutors. As a result of its puzzling character and structure, this comparatively short dialogue is rarely treated as if it were a coherent whole. In contrast, this study takes seriously the question of what excellence is and attempts to discover a coherent unity to the dialogue. Each chapter follows the argument being made about excellence through each of the dialogue's five main parts. Analysis of this argument shows the <italic>Meno</italic> to be a radical and comprehensive examination of excellence and to have an intelligible structure or trajectory throughout. The <italic>Meno</italic> reminds us of the role of knowledge in excellence. The question of what excellence is cannot be answered without knowing what is good. As a result, the specific content of excellence remains indefinite as long as we lack knowledge of what the good is. Having established this much about excellence and having examined how such knowledge may be sought, the remainder of the dialogue follows the trajectory of a descent. The remaining argument and the drama of the dialogue examine: why political life is unlikely ever to meet this conception of excellence, what a more suitable conception of excellence would be for political life, and finally, those who are reputed to be excellent, the politicians or statesmen. It is a systematic examination that shows the limited rationality of political life and that reveals a root of the hostility toward the philosophic life. 
  


