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	Poets in classical Greece were traditionally viewed as educators of their communities. In his first extant comedy the <italic>Acharnians</italic>, Aristophanes lays claim to this role, stating that he 'gives much good instruction.' Although Aristophanes' claim to be a teacher of the city is quite clear, the combination of seriousness and ridiculousness in his comedies makes the elaboration of his full teaching difficult. By examining the social role of comedy in fifth century Athens, Aristophanes' observations on nature and convention, and the <italic>Acharnians</italic> itself, this thesis examines some of the problems that face those seeking Aristophanes' complete view of political life. This thesis concludes by outlining the political teachings present in the <italic>Acharnians</italic> and clarifies remaining questions to address to the rest of the Aristophanic corpus. 
  


