	Although Thomas Hobbes divides <italic>Leviathan</italic> into four parts, scholars typically concentrate on the first two, while ignoring the last two. This approach reflects a common assumption that Hobbes did not intend the theology of the last half of the book to be taken seriously. I argue that to ignore Hobbes's theology is to mistake the character of his project, and to render specific elements, such as the account of man's emergence from the state of nature, unworkable. The author of <italic>Leviathan</italic> is a sincere, if unorthodox Christian, who aims to extinguish religious aspirations to temporal authority, while at the same time curbing the passions of those he designates &ldquo;children of pride.&rdquo; In this way, he hopes to prepare mankind for the advent of a true Christian politics, in which religion is subordinate to civil authority because civil authority has entered the chiliastic scheme of Christian history. On this interpretation, the state of nature is not a blueprint for the construction of a modern, secular state, but a heuristic device designed to show reason's incapacity, in the absence of an historically grounded religious faith, to overcome the obstacles to peace posed by a passionate physiognomy alternately fearsome and fearful. The first half of <italic>Leviathan </italic>, in which Hobbes knowingly fails to explore the implications of his distinctions between true and false religion and between the acquisition and institution of sovereignty, is merely a prelude to the elaboration of the Christian commonwealth, in which mutual covenant and true religion replace individual promising and pagan dissimulation as the basis of a potentially permanent civil peace. One advantage of this new approach is that Hobbes will appear less an advocate of untrammeled state power than an architect of the mental framework without which commonwealths cannot last longer than the series of heroic founders and re-founders available to any particular people.
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