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	This dissertation is an investigation into economic history; specifically the political economy of Oklahoma's settlement by white Americans from a Public Choice and market process perspective. It principally focuses on the Katy and Sante Fe railroads and the Boomers of David L. Payne. The dissertation re-interprets the economists' common result of homesteading's inefficiency, and concludes that homesteading in Oklahoma directly benefited the railroads. It also analyzes the railroad's settlement lobbying and the Boomer agitation in terms of market process analysis, with an emphasis on Schumpeter's theory of the entrepreneur, and on Olson's Logic of Collective Action. It concludes with an exploration of further, more traditional, public choice research opportunities in Oklahoma's rich history. 


