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	Abstract (Document Summary)

	The primary objective of this dissertation is to help understand the structural causes of coups d'etat (a proxy for political instability) in Black Africa. From a macro perspective, the study seeks to show that Black African coups d'etat are reflections not only of problems in the nations' political organizations, but even more so of flaws in their economic and judicial structures. From a micro view point, the study examines political, economic and legal issues from methodological individualism perspective. The study blends micro and macro issues by analyzing the underlying micro foundations of macro institutions, and by examining individual actor's and interest groups' rent-seeking behaviors under a variety of institutional settings.

The study specifies and estimates empirical models. The findings indicate that the rate of growth of government intervention in the economy, the concentration of the political market, and the rate of growth of high school and college graduates per capita are positively correlated with coup d'etat. The rate of growth of value added in industry is negatively correlated with coup d'etat. The relationship between coup d'etat and the degree of violation of property and civil rights shows duality. Up to a certain threshold erosion of property and civil rights encourages rent seeking at the political market and therewith coups. However, once erosion of the general legal framework reaches a point beyond which reign of terror prevails, coups are deterred. The aforementioned five variables account for nearly four-fifth of the variance in coups d'etat in 30 nations from 1971 to 1982.

The study concludes that coups and counter coups are reflections of rent seeking and rent protecting activities. To the extent this is so, deterring coups requires controlling institutional factors that encourage rent seeking. The study shows that controlling rent seeking impulses necessitates limiting government economic empowerment. Such movement requires not so much a change in government configurations as a change in the underlying constitutional framework within which government governs.
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