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	Abstract (Document Summary)

	This research is on Brazilian families. The analysis draws from the framework developed by James Coleman. This is a study of the causal relationship between financial capital, human capital, and social capital on children's achievement, measured by income.

The path analysis model was replicated for six states, five regions, and three time periods, in a total of thirty-three replications. They presented a fairly consistent result, with the parameter estimates similar in all those replicates. The differences were more across regions than across time periods. However, one consistent change in time is the decreasing rates of return to education as expressed by the estimate of the direct effect of sibling's education on sibling's income.

Policy prioritization derives directly from the analysis of the estimates of the direct and indirect effects. By far, the priority should be on investment in education; this is the most important variable in increasing sibling's income. The other variables that are relevant for policy are parent's income and parent's education, in this order. The intervention on the social capital variable--number of children--yields the smallest effect on sibling's income.
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