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	Abstract (Document Summary)

	The dissertation is a comprehensive treatment of the political thought of John Witherspoon during his American years from 1768 to 1794. Witherspoon was a unique figure at the nexus of politics and religion in founding-era America: Continental Congressman and lone clerical signer of the Declaration of Independence, perhaps the most influential clergyman of his time, and president of the College of New Jersey at Princeton for more than a quarter century during the key years of the founding. Still, he is a much-neglected founder who deserves more attention than he has been shown in recent decades, and the dissertation is an attempt to address this oversight. How Witherspoon affected early American political thought, as well as the influences on Witherspoon himself are explored in detail. The dissertation is intended to be broad in scope, treating Witherspoon's contributions to the foundations of the American republic (religion and moral philosophy) and to the political founding itself (independence, confederation and union), along with an assessment of his place in early American political thought.
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