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	Abstract (Document Summary)

	Although the Declaration of Independence requires that government, in order to be legitimate, must be established with the consent of the governed and must secure rights, it provides little guidance as to the particular form of government to be established. Beginning with this recognition, the study addresses the relationship between democratic revolution and the subsequent establishment of government as a problem of constitutional statesmanship.

Because Gouverneur Morris participated in the framing of two governments--the first Constitution of the State of New York and the Constitution of the United States--his writings and speeches provide important evidence for illustrating how institutional arrangements can complete a democratic revolution successfully. The study therefore traces his constitutional views (from the eve of the American Revolution to the Federal Convention of 1787) on the development of the American brand of separation of powers, the connection between the commercial character of society and the protection of civil liberty, and the conflict, and the resolution of the conflict, between aristocracy and the principle of equality.

The investigation reveals that for Morris a distinction between political and civil liberty must be maintained in light of democratic revolution; political liberty (or the right to participate in government) must be at the service of civil liberty (or the right to be left alone). In establishing government, the demand for political equality poses the greatest danger to civil liberty, especially the right to property.

While he recognized that the people must be involved in the legislative power, and must be able to hold their government accountable, Morris sought through his vision of a separation of powers to institute a check on the popular will, not to prevent its expression, but to diminish its influence. Understanding that civil liberty and commerce are mutually reinforcing, he sought to prevent the means for the poor to "level" the rich and the rich to oppress the poor. Believing in the inevitability of an aristocracy, he recognized both its dangers and its advantages in a commercial republic.
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