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	Alexis de Tocqueville is widely recognized as a thinker concerned with the fate of liberty in the modern age. Many commentators have suggested that Tocqueville argues that government in the modern age will become too centralized and powerful and that this centralization must be countered by decentralization, particularly through strong local government. The present study argues that Tocqueville is rightly characterized as anti-centralization and pro-decentralization, but that a careful reading of his Democracy in America and The Ancien Regime and the Revolution (along with some of his other writings) reveals a more subtle and more fully worked out plan--what for the purposes of this study is called Tocqueville's 'statecraft of decentralization.' Tocqueville suggests rather a comprehensive program of various decentralizing arrangements, including decentralization through the permanent associations of local and provincial government, but particularly through political and civic associations. 


