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	The dissertation relies on the different theoretical foundations of rights within liberalism to explore and evaluate changes in Australian and Canadian constitutionalism. It argues that the entrenchment of a bill of rights in English common law countries such as Australia and Canada has the consequence of transforming their constitutionalism, from a liberalism characterized by utilitarian rights to one dominated by natural and human rights. This analysis supports the argument that the entrenchment of a bill of rights is more than a civil liberties measure, that it has far-reaching political and juridical implications. It also accounts for the strong resistance in these countries to an apparently liberal measure such as a bill of rights. The first part of the thesis explores the different notions of rights within the liberal tradition. The two dominant traditions within liberalism, the rights-based and the utilitarian, are delineated. noting that both streams have tended to expand the number, range and scope of rights in order to accommodate within liberalism human dignity and morality. Relying on this theoretical analysis of rights, a comparative study of Australian and Canadian constitutionalism is undertaken, concentrating on the crucial junctures or turning-points where attempts were made to entrench rights. Accordingly, the second part of the thesis investigates Canadian constitutionalism, focusing on the founding, the Canadian Bill of Rights and the Supreme Court's implied rights jurisprudence, and finally the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The third part of the thesis concentrates on the Australian developments. addressing in particular the founding, the various unsuccessful attempts to entrench a bill of rights in Australia, and the High Court's jurisprudence of rights. In exploring the comparative constitutionalism of Australia and Canada from the theoretical vantage of rights the thesis attempts to understand better the parallels between the theoretical and practical dimensions of rights and liberalism. and in particular the extent to which each animates and constrains the other. 
  


