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	This thesis attempts to recover the thinking of Herodotus, the earliest student of human affairs whose writings have been preserved in a complete form. The Introduction shows that the way to read Herodotus is to ponder and compare his many anecdotes, paying close attention to seemingly irrelevant digressions, for it is here that Herodotus reveals his own thoughts most clearly. Herodotus writes in this subtle manner in order to challenge and stimulate the reader, and also because he believes that the frank and explicit revelation of his ideas would be dangerous both to himself and to the communities for which he writes. Chapter One discusses Herodotus' investigations in Egypt as his demonstration by example of the methods and goals of his science. The Egyptian inquiry suggests that his book's true topic is the nature of the human soul as reflected in mankind's religious beliefs. Chapter Two shows that Herodotus puts forward a coherent theory of human nature and political organization through his study of the primitive peoples then living in Russia and Africa. Chapter Three indicates how this theory underlies and explains Herodotus' recounting of political events. Chapter Four finally is a detailed examination of Herodotus' theoretical statement on politics, the Debate on Government, which synthesizes the book's various conclusions about human life into a political science which became the basis for all future speculation on this subject. 
  


