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	Abstract (Document Summary)

	Since 1956, seven out of eight presidents have run for reelection. As a result, campaigning for reelection has become a staple of first term presidencies. Even a casual observer can see that the quest for reelection places unique and substantial demands on the president and the White House staff. Though we know a great deal about the presidential electoral process and the details of recent campaigns, there is scant literature explaining how the quest for reelection affects the institution of the presidency.

This dissertation seeks to explain how the quest for reelection may or may not affect the president's capacity to govern by closely examining seven reelection efforts (1956-1992). There are three major goals: one is to examine how presidents prepare for reelection, providing an institutional history of reelection efforts from Eisenhower through Bush. The second goal is to explain how the quest for reelection affects White House operations, and the third goal is to assess the institutional issue of presidents simultaneously managing the government and a campaign, noting positive and negative side-effects and proposing relevant reform initiatives.

This study indicates that while the quest for reelection substantially alters White House operations, it does not affect the president's capacity to govern in a meaningful way. There are, however, various negative side-effects associated with presidents as candidates and these can be ameliorated through suggested reform initiatives. Note that reforming the institution is not the central issue of this dissertation. Rather, it argues that students of the modern presidency must consider the impact of this external event when studying this institution.


_1245331640.unknown

_1245331641.unknown

_1245331638.unknown

_1245331639.unknown

_1245331636.unknown

