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	This dissertation examines the effect immigrants have on wages, the national tax base and public schools. The primary findings are that immigrants reduce wages for lower-skilled natives, and circumscribes the ability of the state to improve the plight of the poor by consuming scarce public resources most needed by low-income natives. The problems created for low-income natives are primarily the result of admitting large numbers of immigrants with few years of schooling. It is these lower-skilled immigrants that depress wages and overburden public services. A variety of possible policy options are discussed. 
  


