	Liberals, conservatives and your tax return: Partisan politics and the enforcement activities of the IRS

	by Estevez Rios, Valentin, Ph.D., The University of Chicago, 2005, 67 pages; AAT 3181334


[image: image1.wmf]

305



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image2.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image3.wmf]

PQ



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image4.wmf]

REVERSE_CHRO



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image5.wmf]

1183894011


	Advisor: 
	[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.png]


Becker, Gary S.

	School: 
	The University of Chicago

	School Location: 
	United States -- Illinois

	Keyword(s):
	[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]


[image: image10.png]


[image: image11.png]


[image: image12.png]


[image: image13.png]


[image: image14.png]


Liberals,  Conservatives,  Tax return,  Partisan politics,  Enforcement,  IRS

	Source: 
	DAI-A 66/06, p. 2311, Dec 2005

	Source type:
	Dissertation

	Subjects:
	[image: image15.png]


[image: image16.png]


[image: image17.png]


Economics,  Public administration

	Publication Number:
	AAT 3181334

	ISBN:
	9780542213847

	Document URL:
	http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?did=932381451&sid=8&Fmt=2&clientId=13225&RQT=309&VName=PQD[image: image18.png]




	ProQuest document ID:
	932381451


[image: image19.png]





	Abstract (Document Summary)

	This dissertation examines the effects of partisan politics on the proportion of income tax returns audited by the IRS. I find that under Democratic presidencies the audit rate of income tax returns is higher than under Republican presidencies even after various political and economic controls are included. This difference is not constant across types of returns since during Democratic presidencies the IRS audits fewer individual returns and more corporate returns than during Republican presidencies. Within the individual returns class, I find that non-business returns are audited less frequently than business returns if the president is a Democrat. Binding term limits do not affect these findings, regardless of partisan affiliation. These results contrast with recent evidence in the political economy literature which suggests that partisan politics affects mainly economic outcomes, such as growth and inflation rates, rather than the choice of policy instruments. Even though the public interprets the declining trend in the number of income tax audits as an indication that the IRS has become more tolerant of tax evasion, the evidence suggests that parties may be resorting to more subtle redistributive policies, such as the likelihood of an audit, to favor their constituency.
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