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	This dissertation deals with the legacy of the wars of independence in Peru. Two basic interrelated issues are the main topics of the dissertation: the political culture, and the Creole-mestizo national identity during the Caudillo era. The political culture was construed from a republican discourse (based on modern ideas of representation, liberty and equality) and its clash with a traditional society whose values and habits were far from modern individualism. In addition, the constant use of political violence shaped the republic's political life, creating the figure of the Caudillo. Caudillos did not escape from the constitutional debates. In fact, they were immersed in a republican discourse of emergency power in order to save the republic. The second major point of the dissertation is the fashion of Creole-mestizo identity which grew out of the colonial Creole identity based on either Creole-Spanish identity or identification with a city. After the independence, Creoles were required to create differences between themselves. According to their new nationalities in the new political map in South America, Creoles and mestizos construed a sense of national identity. This was related to notions of citizenship and who had the right to rule. The construction of the nation partially emerged through Constitutional debate. 
  


