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	This dissertation examines the problematic status of memory in the early modern period, which, I contend, is rooted in a growing awareness of and sensitivity to the tension between identity and historicity. Reading Shakespeare's <italic> Hamlet</italic> as elucidating the anxiety attendant upon the phenomenon of remembrance, I argue that Hamlet moves from a medieval, Augustinian confidence in the centrality and stability of memory towards a modern, Nietzschean embrace of necessary and deliberate forgetting. I situate Shakespeare in relation to other early modern writers, including Spenser and La Primaudaye, to illustrate more broadly the standing of memory during this period. Yet even as these accounts reveal the troubling and enigmatic qualities of memory, others, such as Montaigne's <italic>Essais</italic>, find in the acquiescence to forgetting a strengthening of subjectivity. Like Montaigne, Hamlet appropriates for himself authority over memory through the process of reinscription, of rewriting his own story, refashioning both his own and his audience's expectations. What Hamlet lacks, however, and what Shakespeare would instill in his audience, is a self-awareness regarding this process, a self-consciousness about the artistry that he applies to memory. By reflecting upon this phenomenon, <italic> Hamlet</italic> is modern in a way that its title character is not. 
  


