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	This thesis sheds light on the question of why, and when, some social cleavages emerge as politically salient rather than others. It does so by explaining why, in Zambia, local tribal identities tend to emerge as the axis of political coalition-building and electoral competition during one-party settings while broader language group identities tend to play this role in multi-party settings. The thesis builds this argument in two steps. First, it develops a sociological institutionalist explanation for why tribal and linguistic identities, but not other kinds of social identifications, were the only commonsensical bases out of which Zambian politicians and citizens might have chosen to construct political coalitions. Then, it develops a rational choice institutionalist model that links the coalition-building choices that these political actors make to the different incentives generated by one-party and multi-party political contexts. Several different observable implications of these arguments are tested using a variety of qualitative and quantitative data and broad range of methodologies. 
  


