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	Conditions of social and political life in former USSR with an emphasis on the collective rationale and the socio-political norms maintained by the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, rooted in the concept of the unity of theory and practice. It differs from orthodox Western studies of Soviet society which greatly overrated political stability and popular support for the Soviet regime. The argument distinguishes the vertical aspects of the Soviet system--principally the ruling hierarchy of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, from its horizontal aspects--the goals and means of the Communist system, and especially, its modes of social control. This analysis reveals the extent to which Soviet political culture was an artificial imposition with slender roots in the life of Soviet society. The dissertation concludes with an examination of the collapse of the Soviet Union, and of the gridlock of problems which beset the Commonwealth of Independent States. 


