	Divided citizens: State building, federalism and gender in the New Deal

	by Mettler, Suzanne Bridget, Ph.D., Cornell University, 1994, 514 pages; AAT 9429298


[image: image1.wmf]

305



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image2.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image3.wmf]

PQ



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image4.wmf]

REVERSE_CHRO



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image5.wmf]

1183898062


	Advisor: 
	[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.png]


Lowi, Theodore J.

	School: 
	Cornell University

	School Location: 
	United States -- New York

	Keyword(s):
	[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]


[image: image10.png]


labor policies,  social policy

	Source: 
	DAI-A 55/06, p. 1681, Dec 1994

	Source type:
	Dissertation

	Subjects:
	[image: image11.png]


[image: image12.png]


[image: image13.png]


[image: image14.png]


Political science,  American history,  Womens studies

	Publication Number:
	AAT 9429298

	Document URL:
	http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?did=747276041&sid=40&Fmt=2&clientId=13225&RQT=309&VName=PQD[image: image15.png]




	ProQuest document ID:
	747276041


[image: image16.png]





	Abstract (Document Summary)

	This dissertation engages institutional and political analysis in order to investigate the treatment of gender in the construction of the New Deal state. The project consists of case studies of the formation and early implementation of various social and labor policies, including the Fair Labor Standards Act and such components of the Social Security Act as Old Age Insurance, Old Age Assistance, Unemployment Insurance, and the Aid to Dependent Children program.

New Deal state-building occurred in a societal context already characterized by inequalities on the basis of gender, race and class, but the policies of the era effectively altered relationships in society, transformed the relationship between the state and citizens, and inscribed the resulting arrangements in law. The new regime guaranteed men, particularly white men, new rights of national citizenship, while maintaining women under the domain and provincial control of the individual states and as dependents of individual men. Thus as the American version of the welfare state was built, men and women were separated into two distinct sovereignties, each with its own institutional and ideological character and mode of administration.

In showing how American political institutions and the politics fostered by those institutions shaped relationships between the state and society, this dissertation presents three challenges to prevalent conceptions of American political development and approaches to state theory. First, by re-evaluating the role of American federalism, the project rejects the proposition that the United States is a weak state and argues instead that it has proven stalwart precisely because of its decentralization. Secondly, the examination of political development in the New Deal facilitates efforts to conceptualize the shape and boundaries of the American state, showing the American state and society to be neither synonymous nor dichotomous, but to be separated by a selectively permeable boundary. Finally, American society is shown to be highly variegated and organized by activities and policies of the state, particularly in terms of citizenship, gender and race.
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