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	Abstract (Document Summary)

	Private schooling, and in particular schooling run by religious communities, has long been controversial in America. Knowing that the public school's mission to promote citizenship was an important part of their evolution into the dominant educational institutions in the land, critics of sectarian religious schools have long held that these institutions could not produce good citizens. Recent literature has argued that this criticism is unjustified. The privately schooled have consistently been shown to outscore their publicly schooled counterparts on most of the standard measures of citizenship. I contend that this recent scholarship, while important, has overlooked a significant part of the political criticism of private schools. Using three twentieth century manifestations of the recurring debate over the place of sectarian education in American society, I argue that public school advocates were concerned about more than whether or not the privately schooled would be active in public affairs. They were concerned that the privately schooled would act in the interest of their sub-national, in these cases, religious communities, rather than as members of the nation-state. The political goal of education was not just to turn out participants, but active and loyal citizens with an attachment to the national community. I also argue that, contrary to stereotype, advocates of sectarian education were not all seeking cultural and political isolation. They eagerly pursued political legitimacy in the public realm, though they did it outside the dominant institution that granted such legitimacy in America, the public school. I close by highlighting the historically available claims to political legitimacy practiced by the privately schooled.
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