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Mike Vickers is Director of Strategic Studies at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, an independent public policy research institute located in Washington , DC. 
Mr. Vickers is currently a senior adviser to the Secretary of Defense for the 2005 Quadrennial Defense Review. From 1973 to 1986, Mr. Vickers served as an Army Special Forces Officer and CIA Operations Officer, with extensive operational and combat experience in Central America and the Caribbean, the Middle East and Central Asia. During the mid-1980s, he was the principal strategist for the largest covert action program in the CIA's history: the paramilitary operation that drove the Soviet army out of Afghanistan and played a major role in ending the Cold War. His Afghanistan experience is described in the New York Times bestseller and soon-to-be-released major motion picture starring Tom Hanks, “Charlie Wilson's War.” 
Mr. Vickers holds advanced degrees in business administration from the Wharton School and in strategic studies from Johns Hopkins. This fall he will complete his Ph.D. dissertation at Johns Hopkins on the structure of military revolutions. His most recent publication is “The Revolution in War” (CSBA: 2004). He has consulted extensively to the Pentagon on the Global War on Terrorism and Force Transformation. 
  


