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Dr. Andrew Parasiliti brings to the firm a rare combination of public policy experience, academic expertise in foreign affairs, and an impressive network of relationships with decision-makers in Washington and around the world. 
Prior to joining BGR, Dr. Parasiliti served as foreign policy advisor, speechwriter, and personal representative to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee for U.S. Senator Chuck Hagel (R-NE), chairman of the Foreign Relations Subcommittee on International Economic Policy, Export, and Trade Promotion.

From 1999-2001, Dr. Parasiliti was director of the Middle East Initiative at the John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University. His responsibilities included the intellectual development and management of executive programs for business and government leaders in Israel, the Palestinian Authority, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Iran. He also assisted Ambassador Robert D. Blackwill with managing the Kennedy School executive programs for Russian and Chinese general officers and establishing Kennedy School executive programs in India. From 1996-1999, he was director of programs at the Middle East Institute in Washington, DC.

Dr. Parasiliti is considered one of the top American experts on Iraq, Iran, the Middle East and South Asia. He has been a frequent contributor to scholarly publications and policy conferences, TV news programs and the press about developments in Iraq and the Persian Gulf. He has a major role in facilitating BGR’s interactions with U.S. companies doing business in India and Iraq, including in Iraqi Kurdistan, and in deepening and expanding the firm’s relationships with clients in the Indian and Iraqi private sectors.

He received a Ph.D. from the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins University; a M.A. in Foreign Affairs from the University of Virginia; and a B.A., cum laude, from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. He is on the Board of Directors of the United States - India Business Council; a member of the International Institute for Strategic Studies; and a participant in the Aspen Institute’s U.S.-India Strategic Dialogue.

Originally from South Windsor, Connecticut, Dr. Parasiliti lives in Washington, DC, with his wife, Alexandra Avakian, a freelance photojournalist who works for National Geographic and other magazines, and their son, Sebastian.
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