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Xandra Kayden is a political scientist who has participated in and studied American political institutions for many years. She is a Senior Fellow at the School of Public Affairs at UCLA, a member of the Board of the League of Women Voters of the United States and co-chair of the Muslim/Jewish Dialogue in Los Angeles. She has a bachelors and masters degree in American history from Columbia University; a Ph.D. in government from Harvard; and did post-graduate work on organizational behavior at Stanford. 

Her books include "Campaign Organization", "The Party Goes On", and "Surviving Power". She has contributed chapters in many other books on campaign finance and the political parties, and has written a number of magazine and journal articles on politics, women, the criminal justice system, and homelessness. She wrote regularly for the Los Angeles Times Opinion section for over a decade on urban and ethnic issues. Her current work is centered on developing a series of dialogues for the national League on civil liberty, security, the threat, and what can ultimately be done about it. 

She began in politics working for Robert F. Kennedy, and has worked at all levels of government, including a stint in Washington where she ran a task force on student unrest, and established the first program for women in the federal government for what was the Department of Health, Education and Welfare since the Women’s Bureau was created when women got the vote. She ran the women’s part of the McGovern-Shriver presidential campaign in 1972, and did the same for Elliot Richardson, when he ran for the Senate in Massachusetts in 1984. 

Dr. Kayden taught at the University of Massachusetts, Brandeis University, Claremont Graduate School and UCLA. For many years, she was a Research Associate at the Institute of Politics at Harvard, working on campaign finance research for Congress, the parties, and the experience of having and losing power. 

She came to California in 1989 to be the director of the commission that drafted the ethics code for Los Angeles City government and recently served as the ethics coordinator for Malibu. She was president of the League of Women Voters of Los Angeles and ran a series of seminars around the city on what city government does and how the charter affects it, neighborhood councils, and headed the League’s study on secession, which ultimately led to a broad civic coalition opposing the secession of the San Fernando Valley and Hollywood from L.A 
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The former president of the Los Angeles League of Women Voters, Xandra Kayden is an adjunct professor of policy studies at UCLA, a 

