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Anne Dias Griffin is the wife of Chicago hedge fund magnate Kenneth Griffin. But while her marriage to Mr. Griffin — named a 40 Under 40 in 2004 — is what brought her to Chicago, Ms. Dias Griffin makes our list on her own merits. She's the founder and managing partner at Aragon Global Management LLC, a $55-million hedge fund that invests in, and sells short, communications, financial and consumer stocks.

Ms. Dias Griffin brought her value-investing fund to Chicago in 2003, weeks after marrying Mr. Griffin in her native France. She also brought an investment pedigree not often seen in these parts.

A Harvard University MBA, she worked as an analyst and portfolio manager for legendary currency speculator George Soros. After Mr. Soros shuttered Soros Fund Management LLC in 2000, Ms. Griffin started Aragon with seed funding from another financial titan, Julian Robertson, whose hedge fund, Tiger Management Corp., was a force on Wall Street in the 1990s.

Neither she nor Mr. Robertson will say how much he invested in Aragon, but Mr. Robertson is still an investor — and a fan of Ms. Dias Griffin.

"Anne has the drive, moxie and brains to be a great hedge fund manager," he says. "And by the way, she's not lacking in charm, either."

She's also playing at the highest level on the city's civic scene, sitting on the boards of trustees at the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and Children's Memorial Hospital. This month, she and Mr. Griffin unveiled plans to give $19 million to build a new wing at the Art Institute of Chicago.

Ms. Dias Griffin also did the civic thing in New York, including sitting on the board of the Whitney Museum. But, even having lived in France, Germany, Belgium, New York and Boston, she says she'd never seen a business community as committed to its city as Chicago's.

"This is an incredibly civic city," Ms. Dias Griffin says. "There's no city like it."
Anne Dias (Vice-President)
Anne Dias is the managing partner of Aragon Global Investors. Prior to founding Aragon, Ms. Dias was an analyst at Viking Global Investors, focusing on global media, cable and internet stocks. Before joining Viking, Ms. Dias was an analyst and a portfolio manager at Soros Fund Management. At Soros, Ms. Dias covered the retail and financial services industry and managed a long/short portfolio of financial services stocks. Prior to Soros, Ms. Dias worked as an investment analyst at Fidelity Investments Limited in London and as a financial analyst in the Investment Banking department of Goldman Sachs in London and New York. Ms. Dias is a graduate of Harvard Business School and graduated Summa cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa from the Georgetown University School of Foreign Service. 

Anne Dias-Griffin 

Anne (Dias)-Griffin born 1971 is a Hedge fund manager and wife of famed investor Kenneth C. Griffin. Anne Dias-Griffin is the managing partner at the firm she founded Aragon Global Management, a $55 million [1] long/short fund focusing on global equities.[1] It is one of the largest hedge funds managed by a woman.

Early life

She was born in France and speaks five languages. She graduated Phi Beta Kappa from the Georgetown University School of Foreign Service and then went to Harvard Business School where she graduated Summa Cum Laude.[2]
Career

She has worked as a financial analyst in the Investment Banking department of Goldman Sachs in London and New York and at Fidelity Investments Limited in London then Ms. Dias Griffin moved on as an analyst and a portfolio manager at Soros Fund Management. At Soros, she covered the retail and financial services industry and managed a long/short portfolio of financial services stocks, then she would move on and become an analyst at Viking Global Investors, focusing on global media and internet stocks.

She started her own fund that invests in Media, Technology, and Telecommunications companies around the world. Aragon Global Management LLC in Chicago
Anne is also named to the Crain's Chicago Business 40 under 40 list for 2006.[3]
Charity

Dias-Griffin is one of the Directors of the charity Friends of Island Academy. (FOIA) reaches out to youth prior to their release from Rikers Island Prison. Upon discharge, FOIA provides job training, counseling, education, mentoring, and youth leadership development. [4] In 2004 she was also a member of the board of The Robin Hood Foundation. She is also on the Advisory Board of WomanOnCall.org [2].

Set to open in 2009, the Kenneth and Anne Griffin Court in the Art Institute of Chicago is named after Dias-Griffin. In October 2006, Dias-Griffin and her husband Kenneth Griffin gave $19 million to the Institute, commemorating one of their first dates [3]. Their donation will help build a $260 million three-story wing at the Institute [4] (Crain Communications Inc. reported the new wing will cost $350 million [5]).

Published Papers

Moss, David, Anne Dias, and Bertrand O. Stephann. The French Pension System: On the Verge of Retirement? Harvard Business School Case 798-032.*[5]
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