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Dr. Brent L. Sterling
Dr. Brent Sterling is the Senior Director for Policy Studies and Analysis at Hicks & Associates. His work focuses on national security strategies and defense policy including issues of risk, readiness, deterrence, counterproliferation, and intelligence.

Dr. Sterling has been studying national security issues for nearly twenty years in the US government, academia, and the private sector. Since 2002, Dr. Sterling has been an adjunct lecturer at Georgetown University's Edmund Walsh School of Foreign Service, teaching classes on military security in world politics. Over the last four years, he also has conducted a major book project examining six great powers' decisions and consequences of employing defense barriers. Soon to be completed, the manuscript is designed to inform contemporary considerations of using defenses.

From 1999-2002, Dr. Sterling worked at DFI International, ultimately as a principal. He managed the company's work for the Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) including directing investigations on deterrence concepts, offense-defense trade-offs for strategic forces, nonproliferation, and threat reduction/arms control. He also led a project for the Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD) exploring the interagency process during peacekeeping operations. 

Prior to working at DFI, Dr. Sterling was a doctoral student at Georgetown University, where he conducted research on international relations issues and taught classes for the Government Department on international relations, contemporary US foreign policy, and the US foreign policy process.

From 1990-1993, Dr. Sterling was a military analyst at the Central Intelligence Agency's Near East South Asia (NESA) division, conducting analyses of Persian Gulf states' security policies and military capabilities.

Dr. Sterling received his B.A. from Princeton University, concentrating in international relations/security studies at the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs. He earned his M.A. from the Security Studies Program at Georgetown University and his Ph.D. in the Government Department at Georgetown University, concentrating in international relations with minors in American government and political theory. 
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