Rebecca Blacksmith

Rebecca received both her M.G.A. at the Fels Institute of Government (2001) and her A.M. in Political Science (2005) from the University of Pennsylvania and is currently working on her dissertation for her Ph.D. in Political Science at Penn as well.  She has held the titles of Bradley Fellow, Earhart Fellow, Fox Distinguished Graduate Fellow, Mumford Fellow, and PRRUCS Fellow.  She served as a Head Teaching Assistant and Instructor for one of Penn’s most famous faculty, the former White House Senior Advisor John DiIulio.  This included teaching and managing for him over 40 instructors, lecturers, and staff for a groundbreaking Ivy League leadership class which offered national leaders as guests. 
In December 2006, she traveled to The White House at the request of the White House Director of the Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives to present her research to him on mentoring children of prisoners, non-profits, and national public policy.   Her research on mentoring children of prisoners was the impetus for a cover story in the leading public policy journal, National Journal.  In addition to presenting research for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the Vermont State Senate, she served as a Research and Writing Assistant for the top American Government textbook (DiIulio/ Wilson), served as Executive Editor of the Ivy League Journal of City and State Public Affairs, and authored the Instructors Manual for a CQ Press Public Administration Kettl textbook.  
For the media sector, she has conducted over 2000 “elite interviews” (celebrities, sports stars, authors, politicians, CEOs) and has had over 200 speaking appearances.  For a decade, Rebecca worked on-air in FM radio in the #1 market.  She interviewed celebrities, hosted the afternoon show, and created a show designed for NYC area youth. On-air, she promoted and covered the one year anniversary of September 11th concert at Madison Square Garden featuring NY Governor George Pataki, NBA stars Allan Houston and Charlie Ward, Fred Hammond, and Third Day.  She was also situated overlooking the hustle and bustle of 5th Avenue in NYC as an Associate Producer for A&E documentaries.  In addition to hosting a radio show featuring interviews with CEOs on Business Talk Radio in a top ten market, she recently was part of the grant staff responsible for managing an $80 million dollar media, public policy, and religion portfolio for the Pew Charitable Trusts.  
She currently hosts and produces an entertainment-oriented tv show, Control Track, airing on Dish Satellite Network.   Her first episode five years ago won the prestigious Telly Award and she was selected to interview Stevie Wonder and to cover the AIDS and debt relief concert Live 8, which was the largest concert in the United States (July 2005, Philadelphia, 1 million people). 
Her greatest joy is in "fostering" and mentoring three inner-city siblings for 12 years.
