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Michael Brien - Faculty, On Location
"Education is more meaningful when students connect their own lives to the concept presented."

SNHU Instructor Michael Brien's career has encompassed "a little bit of everything." 

"I've done marketing, project management in the electrical industry, coordinated a county-wide welfare-to-work program and even run a janitorial supply business," Brien notes. Along the way, he's also seen many of his short stories and articles in print. 

Those varied experiences enrich the courses Brien teaches in sociology, English composition and literature through Southern New Hampshire University's Continuing Education program. 

"Teaching permits me to expand the world of students," he says. "In a composition class, I may present issues I'm having with an editor. For a sociology class, I may use personal experiences of working with individuals with developmental disabilities to launch a discussion about how society treats people with disabilities."

Brien also invites his students to bring their own perspectives into the classroom. 

"One of my sociology students, a drummer, talked about his life as a musician, then tied his experiences into the sociological lessons we were learning," he recalls. "Education is more meaningful when students connect their own lives to the concept presented than when I give them a case to study that may or may not relate. This way, their lives become the text."
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Michael Brien, a 17-year adjunct faculty member at Southern New Hampshire University has been selected as a scholar for the New Hampshire Humanities Council's 2007 book discussion program, "What is New Hampshire Reading." This year's theme is "Speculate: a new past, a different present, an out-of–this-world future." 

Brien teaches sociology, literature and composition for SNHU's Laconia Center. He holds an M.F.A. from the University of Iowa's Writers Workshop and also has taught at Notre Dame College and Plymouth State University. He has coordinated community poetry readings and writing workshops, performs as a musician and songwriter, and has been publishing his short fiction for more than 30 years.

Susan Farber, coordinator of the council's series, has called the selected scholars "the most important ingredient in the success of this program: You are the catalyst that opens and guides deep discussion among the participants."

