
Constanca Esteves
Business and Public Policy
BS, Finance
Lisbon University
MBA
Stanford University
cesteves@haas.berkeley.edu

While working with the Boston Consulting Group, Constanca Esteves realized that the answers to some of her clients’ most complex and interesting problems had yet to be rigorously researched. 

As the questions bounced her way, this former Portuguese national volleyball player realized that doctoral study would best position her to respond with meaningful answers. 

In particular, Esteves is interested in mergers. “I have seen several mergers in which a lot of people were fired, a lot of money was spent, and a lot of value was destroyed. What a difference it could make if managers and board members could truly identify factors that maximize the probability of a successful merger,” says Esteves, who is focusing her studies on strategy and behavioral economics.

Esteves chose Haas because, “It is one of the few management programs in the US that requires students to have a strong disciplinary foundation, over which one can build solid theoretical and empirical work.” She also appreciates being able to choose classes from any department and to enjoy the range of expertise found among a diverse faculty. “Students conducting disparate research can always find the right professors to guide them,” she says.

In the end, Esteves believes that the many resources of Haas, including its “world-class faculty and very supportive and collegial environment” will lead to her best shot over the net — “to conduct research that ultimately helps managers make better informed decisions.”

 
