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Ian Larkin planned long ago to teach and do research, but he realized his interests in entrepreneurship and the technology sector needed real-world experience.

So Larkin joined McKinsey & Company for an intense four years and specialized in business strategy for technology clients in Asia and Silicon Valley.

Larkin, who holds a Harry S. Truman Scholarship in Public Service, knew what he was looking for in his graduate work: "I had quite specific requirements for a doctoral program. First, the program had to be strong in technology, entrepreneurship, public policy and East Asia. That limited my choices to a select few. Second, the program had to have a strong disciplinary focus, backed by outstanding courses in economics, political science and so on. And finally, my work experience taught me that no single analytic lens is sufficient to explain business strategy, so the program had to be interdisciplinary. The Business and Public Policy program at Haas is the only program in the world to meet these criteria."

The first year of many graduate programs is oriented around memorization and examination, but at Haas, Larkin had the opposite experience. "My professors have taken a personal interest in my research, and two term papers have turned into major research projects. Now they have potential for my dissertation and career-long study."

What impressed Larkin most has been the collaborative spirit. "The students in the BPP program can all describe what each of the other students is doing," he said. "Not just in a general way, but in detail, because everyone has a hand in everyone else's research."

