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	Thomas A. Cavanaugh, Ph.D. received his A.B. in Liberal Arts from Thomas Aquinas College. He earned his Ph.D. in Philosophy from the University of Notre Dame and began teaching in USF’s Philosophy Department in 1994 where he is currently an Associate Professor of Philosophy. 

	Professor Cavanaugh is particularly interested in Medical Ethics and in Moral Psychology (the field that investigates the mental elements of human actions--also referred to as Action Theory), both os which classes he teaches. In addition to his Action Theory course, Professor Cavanaugh is particularly enthusiastic about his courses in medical ethics with senior nursing students and students contemplating a career in medicine (which he offers every semester) and in the seminars he offers for students in the St. Ignatius Institute. He also occasionally offers a course on the Philosophy of Law and regularly teaches Great Philosophical Questions in the core curriculum at the University. 

	Professor Cavanaugh has published numerous articles in the history of ethics, medical ethics, and in action theory in journals such as the Journal of Applied Philosophy, Cambridge Quarterly of Healthcare Ethics, Journal of General Internal Medicine, American Catholic Philosophical Quarterly, Christian Bioethics, Bioethics, The Thomist, Philosophical Papers, Journal of Pain and Symptom Management, Aquinas Review, and Dialogue and Universalism. 

	He has delivered papers at conferences of the American Philosophical Association, the American Catholic Philosophical Association, the American Society of Bioethics and the Humanities, the World Congress of Bioethics, and ETHICOMP. 

	Currently Professor Cavanaugh is working on a book devoted to Double-Effect Reasoning, which is relied upon in medical ethics and in the just conduct of war to distinguish consequentially similar acts with different intentional structures. E.g., double-effect reasoning is employed to distinguish euthanasia from aggressive pain relief that results in a patient’s death. In accordance with Double-effect Reasoning one may argue that aggressive pain relief resulting in the death of one’s patient is in some cases acceptable while holding that euthanizing one’s patient in those same circumstances is not. 

	Professor Cavanaugh is active in the practice of medical ethics, serving on medical ethics committees and debating issues of medical ethics in public fora. 

	When the sharks are not swimming with him, he enjoys body surfing in the Pacific Ocean. 


Contact Info:
University of San Francisco
Philosophy Department
2130 Fulton Street
San Francisco, CA 94117-1080
Phone: (415) 422-6356
Fax: (415) 422-5356
E-mail: cavanaught@usfca.edu
Office: Campion Hall, D8A 
Office Hours: 
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	10:30am-12pm

	    and by appointment.
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