Lissa Wadewitz
Lissa Wadewitz is a postdoctoral fellow at the Bill Lane Center for the Study of the North American West. Dr. Wadewitz completed her Ph.D. in History at UCLA in 2004 and spent 2004-2005 as a postdoctoral fellow in native-newcomer relations at the University of Saskatchewan. Wadewitz’s research spans both disciplinary and national borders. Her current interests include transnational environmental and social history (especially with regard to salmon fishing), borderlands history, Ethnohistory, labor and class relations, and the history of inter-ethnic interactions in the transnational West. 
In Winter Quarter, 2006, Wadewitz plans to teach a course on the American and Canadian Wests. This seminar will compare/contrast American and Canadian westering experiences and the role of the western frontier in each country’s national narratives. Topics will include an examination of the power and persistence of myths about the West and their impact on social relations, state policies, and popular culture on either side of the 49th parallel.

For the Spring Quarter, 2006, Wadewitz will teach a course on the indigenous history of western North America. This class will examine the diversity of native groups and their long histories prior to contact as well as the evolution of economic and cultural exchanges with various newcomers. A major theme will be the issues and challenges involved in researching and writing Ethnohistory.
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