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Education

Ph. D., 1999 Department of Political Science, University of Toronto.

Major field: Political theory. Minor field: Comparative government / American politics.

Dissertation: “Nietzsche and the Problem of Democratic Community.” Supervisor:

Clifford Orwin.

B. S., 1991 Michigan State University. Major: Physics.

Positions Held

Managing Editor, Expositions: Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities, a journal forthcoming in spring

2007 from Equinox Press. 2006-present.

Gallen Teaching Fellow, Core Humanities Program, 2004-present.

Ennis Postdoctoral Fellow, Core Humanities Program, Villanova University, 2003-4.

Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Humanities, Villanova University, 2002-3.

Adjunct Professor, Core Humanities, Villanova University, 2001-2.

Adjunct Lecturer, Department of Political Science, Temple University, Fall 2001.

Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Political Science, Boston College, 2000-2001.

Adjunct Lecturer, Indiana University - Columbus, Summer 2000.

Intellectual Interests

The theory and practice of modern democratic politics; liberal education and citizenship; Nietzschean

political philosophy; classical Greek political philosophy.

Teaching

Courses Taught

Political Philosophy of the American Founding: Democracy and Education

Introduction to Political Philosophy

The U. S. Congress

Liberal Education and Democracy

Core Humanities Seminar: Love and Friendship

Core Humanities Seminar: The Individual and the Community
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Core Humanities Seminar: The Problem of Justice

Core Humanities Seminar: Democracy and Freedom

Lectures and Special Events

“Ain’t I a Woman?” Forum organized with the Women’s studies program, Villanova University, April 12,

2004.

“Land of the Free, or Home of the Cave?” Lecture delivered to the Politics and Freedom learning

community, Villanova University, January 14, 2004.

“Liberal Education in the Democratic Cave.” Lecture delivered to the First Year Experience program,

Centenary College, October 30-31, 2003.

“The Justice of Abraham.” Lecture delivered to the Politics and Freedom learning community, Villanova

University, October 8, 2003.

“Understanding the Iraq War.” Forum with Paul Pugh, Dean of Students. Visions of Freedom Learning

Community, Villanova University, March 31, 2003.

“Nietzsche Does the Lindy Hop.” Forum featuring performances by swing dancers and conversations

about Nietzsche. Villanova University, March 27, 2003.

“Tocqueville, Democracy, and Freedom.” Lecture delivered to the Visions of Freedom learning

community, February 24, 2003.

“Islam and the Modern World.” Forum organized with the Muslim Students Association and the Center for

Arab and Islamic Studies, November 2002.

Learning Communities

House master, Moriarty Hall, 2004-5. An experimental learning community at Villanova University

combining the administrative resources of Villanova Experience with the thematic focus of Politics and

Freedom. Funded by a grant from Villanova's Institute for Teaching and Learning.

Politics and Freedom, spring 2003 - spring 2004. A learning community devoted to the theme of human

freedom: its meaning, its limits, and specifically its relationship to the political community. Served as

liaison for Delurey Hall in spring 2003 and fall 2003.

Villanova Experience, fall 2002 - spring 2004. A learning community in which a representative of Student

Life helps plan special events and meets with students to discuss issues central to life in the university.

Citizenship

Fall 2005: Co-director of "Living in Antiquity: Jews, Greeks, and Christians," an interdisciplinary

humanities conference sponsored by Villanova's Core Humanities Program.

Spring 2005: Principal author and director of "Socratic Questions," a proposal for faculty workshops to

take place 2005-6. Proposal to be submitted to the NEH in April.

Spring 2004: Co-authored “Charting a Course for Core,” a white paper outlining new initiatives for the

Core Humanities Program.
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Fall 2003: Helped develop proposals for new programs in Core Humanities, including a Center for

Interdisciplinary Teaching and Research and an academic journal.

Fall 2003: Organized and led a lunchtime seminar, “Challenges to Education in the Humanities,” for

faculty in the Core Humanites Program.

Spring - Fall 2003: Acted as the faculty liaison to Delurey Hall for the Politics and Freedom learning

community.

Spring 2002: Organized an interdisciplinary faculty reading group on Plato’s Apology of Socrates.

Scholarship

Journal Articles

“Democratizing Nietzsche.” The Political Science Reviewer 33 (2004): 62-89.

“Nietzsche’s Political Critique of Modern Science.” Perspectives on Political Science 29 (Fall 2000): 197-

208.

Book Chapters

"On the Use and Disadvantage of History for the Afterlife.” Forthcoming; to appear in Augustine and

History, Ashgate Publishing, 2006.

Book Reviews

Aristide Tessitore, Aristotle and Modern Politics: The Persistence of Political Philosophy. In Perspectives

on Political Science 32 (Spring 2003): 120.

Jorge Valadez, Deliberative Democracy, Political Legitimacy, and Self Determination in Multicultural

Societies. In Perspectives on Political Science (Summer 2002): 186.

Michael Peters, James Marshall, and Paul Smeyers, eds., Nietzsche’s Legacy for Education: Past and

Present Values. In Perspectives on Political Science 31 (Fall 2001): 246.

William E. Scheuerman, Carl Schmitt: The End of Law. In Perspectives on Political Science 29 (Spring

2000): 118.

Works in Progress

Nietzsche and the Foundations of Democratic Politics. Book manuscript.

Scholarly Papers

“History, Life, and Justice in Nietzsche’s Second Untimely Meditation.” Presented at the 2006 annual

meeting of the Southern Political Science Association, Atlanta, GA, January 5-7, 2006.

“Aristotelian Moderation as an Alternative to Liberal Toleration.” Presented at the 2005 annual meeting of

the American Political Science Association, Washington, DC, September 1-4, 2005.
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"William Connolly's Political Critique of Augustinian Theology." Presented at the 2005 annual meeting of

the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, April 7-10, 2005.

“Contesting the Confessions: William E. Connolly’s Hostile Fascination for Augustine.” Presented at

“Reflections and Revelations: Reading Augustine’s Confessions,” an interdisciplinary conference at

Villanova University, January 22-23, 2004.

“Faith and Knowledge in Nietzsche’s Beyond Good and Evil.” Presented at the Annual Humanities

Conference, Temple University, October 17-19, 2003.

“Democratizing Nietzsche.” Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science

Association, Philadelphia, PA, August 28-31, 2003.

“Does Liberal Democracy Stifle Liberal Education? Nietzsche’s Challenge to Core.” Presented at the

Annual Meeting of the Association for Core Texts and Courses, Atlanta, GA, April 3-6, 2003.

“The Crisis of Modern Liberal Education: Nietzsche’s On the Future of Our Educational Institutions.”

Presented at the Annual Meeting of the New England Political Science Association, Portsmouth, NH, May

4-5, 2001.

“From Virtue to Power: Aristotle and Nietzsche on the Noble Human Being.” Presented at the Annual

Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Washington, DC, August 31-September 3, 2000.

“Justice and Revelation in Mill’s Utilitarianism.” Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American

Political Science Association, Washington, DC, August 31-September 3, 2000.

“Does Individual Liberty Foster Individuality? Nietzsche contra J. S. Mill.” Presented at the Annual

Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, April 27-30, 2000.

“We Political Scientists: Nietzsche’s Critique of Modern Scholars and its Implications for Us.” Presented at

the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Atlanta, September 2-5, 1999.

“Democratic Community, Democratic Herd: Nietzsche’s Assault on the Moral Foundations of Modern

Democracy.” Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Boston,

September 3-6, 1998.

Grants and Awards

Principal author of “Socratic Questions,” a series of faculty development workshops at Villanova

University during the 2005-2006 academic year. Sponsored by grants from the National Endowment for

the Humanities and the Villanova Institute for Teaching and Learning.
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