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· Clifford Orwin, Political Science, University of Toronto

Clifford Orwin has been teaching political philosophy at the University of Toronto for more than 25 years. He regularly teaches a graduate seminar, the topic of which changes from year to year as they move from one important philosophic text to the next. He also teaches about 250 students in the POL200 "Visions of the Just/Good Society and a 300-level course called "Might and Right Among Nations".

Orwin is described by his nominators as endlessly curious. Political science chair, David Cameron wrote: If there is another observation to be made or argument to be explored or interpretation to be developed, Cliff wants to hear it. Many a two-hour graduate seminar ends up lasting three or even four. When all is said and done, this may be Professor Orwin's greatest gift to his students: here is an example of someone who truly loves learning and who radiates a commitment to finding the truth. For a university, someone like Cliff Orwin is a pretty mean role model.
One of the readings for his POL323 course is an excerpt from Michael Walzer's book "Just and Unjust Wars." Thinking his students might profit from asking the author directly about his argument, he set up an email communication with Walzer in which students were invited to ask, and Walzer invited to answer, their questions.

Orwin also has established a chat group for both sections of POL200 (which is over 400 students) and after every lecture he invites students to discuss the lecture with him on email, explaining what they didn't understand, where they disagreed and so on. The result is that he spends, on average, 90 minutes a day fielding questions from his students. In his first years at U of T, Orwin was famous for his 15 hours of office hours per week. Now, a senior professor, he has taken the idea of accessibility to a whole new level.
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	Ancient, modern, contemporary and Jewish political thought. Recent and forthcoming articles on Herodotus, Montesquieu, Rousseau, Churchill, American religion, and humanitarian military intervention; republications and translations of articles on Plato, Rousseau, and Charles Taylor. Book project on the role of compassion in modern political thought and practice. Frequent review essays in such journals as Commentary, The American Interest, Commentaire (Paris) and Azure (Jerusalem). Simmering on the back burner is a study of the Book of Esther
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