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Arthur Waldron is the Lauder Professor of International Relations in the Department of History at the University of Pennsylvania. His specialties are the history of China and Eurasia, and the history of war and violence. At Penn he is an associate of ISTAR—the Institute for Strategic Threat Assessment and Response—and has been associated with the Solomon Asch Institute for the Study of Ethnopolitical Conflict. 

Professor Waldron received his Bachelor's Degree in History and Science from Harvard summa cum laude in 1971 and his Ph.D, also from Harvard, in 1981. He lived in Asia for four years, studying Chinese and Japanese. Earlier in his career he spent a year in England, a semester in France, and a semester at (then) Leningrad State University, from which he received a certificate in Russian language. He has also taught as visiting professor at the Catholic University of Leuven in Belgium and been a visiting fellow at the Institute for Southeast Asian Studies in Singapore. 

He has written three books in English, edited four more books, including two in Chinese, and provided introductions to four others, including one in Chinese. His works have been translated into Chinese, Italian, Korean and Japanese. He has also authored numerous chapters in books, and scholarly articles, one of which was featured on the cover of the American Historical Review. With Professor Stuart Schram of Harvard he is co-editor of the Chinese Civil War volumes of Mao's Road to Power and with Dr. David Parrott of Oxford, he is co-editor of Volume IV of the forthcoming Cambridge History of War. He is currently working on The Chinese volume for the Blackwell's (Oxford) series, Peoples of the World. 
Professor Waldron has served as selector for the MacArthur Foundation, the American Philosophical Society, the Social Science Research Council, the Bradley Foundation, the Earhart Foundation, and the Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation, among others. He serves on the boards of the Jamestown Foundation and of Freedom House, and is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations. He is a member of the Editorial Board of War in History and formerly of The International History Review. 
He has received major grants from the Henry Luce Foundation to support academic meetings in China, of which he has organized six. He has also received grants from the American Council of Learned Societies, the Princeton University Ming History Project, Stanford University, the University of Leiden, the Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation, the Australian China Council, The Center for Research on Rural and Industrial Development (India) and others. He has lectured in China, Japan, Taiwan, Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, India, Germany, France, Belgium, the Netherlands, Scotland and England, among other countries, and served as external examiner at the University of Cambridge. He is a regular visitor to China and India in particular, and has traveled in all to more than fifty countries 

Professor Waldron is also a regular consultant to government, having served on the Congressionally mandated US-China Economic and Security Review Commission, and testifies regularly to both House and Senate committees. He has also served as an American representative in “track two” meetings involving Korea, China, Taiwan, Japan, and Russia. 

Before coming to Penn, Professor Waldron taught at Harvard, Princeton, Brown, and the Naval War College. He is married and has two sons. 
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Personal Statement of Arthur Waldron 
Two early experiences set my scholarly trajectory. The first came when I was eleven years old. I wandered by chance into an exhibit that was visiting the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, of the sixty greatest masterpieces of Chinese painting, from the National Palace Museum in Taipei. I was overwhelmed by the new civilization this work revealed, and resolved some day to learn more about it. I kept that promise by learning Chinese after college graduation, living in Asia, and finally receiving a Ph.D in History from Harvard in 1981. 

The second experience came a few years later, when I was an exchange student at an English boarding school. By chance I joined a group of school children on a super budget tour (second class rail, all the way from London) that took me to Central Europe, Poland, Russia, Armenia, Georgia, and Azerbaijan. In the following years I traveled with the same group twice more, once across Siberia by rail for a tour of Japan. This made me aware of how big the world was outside of the Europe and United States, whose past so regularly defines academic “history.” 

Today my first loyalty is to the study of Chinese history, particularly the crucial period from the late Qing to the early Communist period. From myself and from my student colleagues I expect willingness to work hard on language, to dig around creatively in libraries and archives, both here and abroad, and to think in an empirical and creative way about what is found. Much treasure for this period has barely been looked at—and it is very relevant to the present. Students of mine have written dissertations on charitable institutions in that period, on debates over the sort of constitutional structures China required, the degree to which concepts of legality were actually assimilated in pre-1949 China, and on US policy toward China in the late 1940s. 

But I also embrace wholeheartedly Penn's wonderful (and unusual) commitment to the study of world history. The age of purely national histories, often didactic, is past, and for China as much as for France or the United States . Penn has already revised its European history curriculum to reflect this fact, and Asian history is moving the same way. I am developing a brand new introductory course: the sequence of History 003 “Asia in a Wider World” and History 004 “Asia in a Modern World.” This looks at Asia from Turkey to Japan, and from Russia and Mongolia to India and Indonesia. The challenge, of course, is to combine thorough grounding in the facts and names and geography—often baffling to freshmen unless well taught—with some sense of the fascinating issues that weave all of these states together: trade, intellectual exchange, migration, the spread of disease, and, not least, war. 

Which brings me to a specialty of mine. Diplomatic history is a well-established field or research in which Penn has great strength. I have published on Asian diplomacy, and supervised graduate students, one of whom (from China) is now a full professor at his home university there. I welcome students interested in Asian diplomatic history. 

But I have long been convinced that while historians do a lot of looking at the origins and the consequences of wars, they tend, for understandable reasons, to avert their eyes from the wars themselves, with their almost incomprehensible violence, cruelty, and suffering. Yet this violence is often determinative; it is not a clearing mechanism for “larger factors” and it deserves study in its own right. Understanding war, however, is not easy: “strategic analysis” is a specialty that one has to learn, as one does demography or economics. I had the good fortune of learning it in seven years as Professor of Strategy and Policy at the Naval War College (a military graduate school for mid career officers and civilians from the State Department, Intelligence agencies, and more than forty foreign countries). Today I teach an undergraduate course reflecting the expertise I acquired there: we look at wars beginning with Athens versus Sparta in the Peloponnesian conflict, and then drawn from all over the world (and not just Europe and the United States) while reading and analyzing such strategic thinkers as Sun Tzu, Kautilya, Clausewitz, Mahan, Corbett, and others. This has proved a popular and exciting course. I have also worked on more fundamental studies of aggression and conflict with the Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation, and the Solomon Asch Center for the Study of Ethnic Conflict at Penn, and worked closely with such authorities as Sir Michael Howard, Peter Paret, Geoffrey Parker, Immanuel Sivan, Lai Xinxia, Guo Jianlin, Chang Jui-te, Diana Lary, and others. 

Although I pay a lot of attention to how wars are fought, I am particularly interested in how war affects participants and society, transforming institutions, social relations, even culture and the arts. For Europe , “memory” of war has grown into almost an industry, started by the works of Halbwachs, Mosse, and others. For Asia and the rest of the world, however, their questions are barely being asked, let alone answered. How do the Vietnamese make historical sense of their civil war? How to the Chinese memorialize their war dead?. These are topics of passionate interest to me, and they lead to broader questions of national definition and cultural values, ethnicity, family and community life, the arts and symbolism, etc. 

Finally, let me say something about my philosophy of teaching. My graduate students are my colleagues. They are not research assistants or gofers, nor are they bit players in an intellectual drama originating in my own mind. If you study with me, you will find me willing to work with you as hard as you do. I will happily discuss your work and evaluate it—and of course criticize it. I will devote a lot of attention to being sure you are prepared well for general examinations. But when it comes to the thesis, I will not issue you a topic—or “suggest” one as some professors do, for their own purposes. Rather, I will insist that you—as a colleague—design and execute it yourself—though with as much advice, as many suggestions, and as much feedback from me, including multiple readings of chapters, etc. as you want. 

I have excellent academic contacts in Europe, especially at Cambridge, Oxford, and Leiden, and in China, Taiwan, and Japan, as well as elsewhere in Asia, and will happily put them at your disposal. 

One last word. You may note from my c.v. that I am a fairly regular visitor to Washington and occasional adviser and committee member there. Please understand that a professor is all I have ever wanted to be, and one who believes personal politics have no place in teaching and learning.. However, my occasional work in Washington has helped my students in the past to find consultancies, internships, etc. as well as secure interviews with policy makers. Again, if you are my student, all that will be shared as well. 

We have a truly wonderful Asian team at Penn. If you choose to come here, you will find me willing and eager to work with you. 

With best wishes, 

Arthur Waldron 

