Dr. Margaret Brabant

Professor Brabant received her Ph.D. (1991) and M.A. (1988) from the University of Virginia. She received her B.A. from San Francisco State University (magna cum laude, 1985). She has published works in the area of medieval political philosophy, feminist thought and the service-learning pedagogy. For full vita click here.

Her scholarly and teaching interests converge in her concern to help develop a more informed and involved citizenry. In 1996 she began serving as the acting director of Butler University's Center for Citizenship and Community and became the director in 1997. The Center represents Butler's commitment to the structuring of an academic environment that supports and nurtures students, faculty, and staff who seek to wed teaching, learning, and research with community activism. As the director, Dr. Brabant coordinates service-learning opportunities and facilitates, with the assistance of practitioners in both the private and public sectors, the development of interdisciplinary and inter-college service-learning courses.

She has succeeded in attracting funding for CCC programming from both private and federal sources, including the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Community Outreach Partnership Centers grant (1999-2002) and a Community Outreach Partnerships New Directions Grant (2003-05). She has served as a consultant to other universities seeking COPC funding. She has also received funding to support CCC -- related programming from Indiana Campus Compact, The Hoover Family Fondation, and the Nina Mason Pulliam Charitiable Trust. 

Dr. Brabant serves the Indianapolis community as the co-chair of the Butler-Tarkington Butler University Operational Team (BBOT). She recently completed an eight year term on the board of the Martin Luther King Service Center of Indianapolis.

She has been privileged to receive several awards in acknowledgement of her service as an educator and community activist including: the Indiana Campus Compact Senior Fellowship Award (2005-06); Butler University Woman of Distinction Award (2005); the Martin Luther King Legacy Recognition Award (2005) ; the Indiana Campus Compact Fellowship Award (2001-2002); YWCA Women of Achievement award(2001); Alpha Phi Omega National Service Fraternity, "Outstanding Service Award" (1997 and 1998); Mortar Board National College Senior Honor Society (1995); Outstanding Butler University Professor, College of Liberal Arts and Science (1995); Indiana Campus Compact Faculty Curriculum Development Grant for Service-Learning (1995); and the Demia Butler Student Organization, Butler University Outstanding Teacher Award (1994). 

Professor Brabant frequently presents research papers on the topics of citizenship education, service-learning, urban revitalization, ethnographic research, and the politics of community outreach. She has conducted faculty, staff, and student workshops on service-learning at Butler University (1997-2005). 

Margaret A. Brabant, Ph.D.

Curriculum Vitae

Center for Citizenship and Community

Butler University

4600 Sunset Avenue, Jordan Hall 339B

(317) 940-9683—mbrabant@butler.edu.

EMPLOYMENT

Director, Center for Citizenship and Community, Butler University, 1996–present.

Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Butler University, 1997–present.

Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Butler University, 1991–1997.

EDUCATION

Harvard Graduate School of Education, Harvard Institutes for Higher Education. Management and

Leadership in Education Program, June 10-22, 2001.

Indiana University School of Law-Indianapolis, Civil Mediation Skills Training, August 1999.

University of Virginia, Ph.D. Political Science, 1991. Dissertation: Fit for All Tasks: The Political Theory

of Christine de Pizan. Major Field: Political Theory Minor Fields: American National Institutions,

Comparative Politics and Women and Culture.

University of Virginia, M.A. Political Science, 1988. Thesis: Mistress of Reason: An Examination of the

Function of Chastity in Christine de Pizan's The Book of the City of Ladies and Temperance in Plato's

Republic.

San Francisco State University, B.A., 1985, Political Science, Magnum Cum Laude.

AWARDS AND HONORS

Martin Luther King Center Legacy Award, January 2005.

Indiana Campus Compact Brian Hiltunen Award Nominee, 2003.

City of Indianapolis Mayoral Recognition—Earned Income Tax Credit Outreach Initiative, 2002, 2003,

and 2004.

Butler University Woman of Distinction Award. 2002.

Outstanding Educator Award YWCA of Indianapolis. 2001.

"Apple for You" Award. Student Government Association, Butler University, 2000, 2001, and 2002.

Outstanding Social Sciences Faculty Award. Butler University, 1999-2000.

Partisan of the Year. Butler University Police Department, 1998-1999.

Outstanding Service Award. Alpha Phi Omega National Service Fraternity, 1997 and 1998.
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Butler Nominee for the Carnegie Foundation Professor of the Year Program. 1996.

Outstanding Butler University Professor, College of Liberal Arts and Science. Mortar Board National

College Senior Honor Society, 1995.

Outstanding Teacher Award. Demia Butler Student Organization, Butler University, 1994.

Bradley Foundation Fellowship. University of Virginia, 1987-1991.

Morton Fellowship. University of Virginia, 1989-1990.

GRANT AWARDS

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development New Directions Grant, 2003–05. Authored with Dr.

Donald Braid, Butler University. $150,000.00

The Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust. 2003–05. Authored with Dr. Donald Braid, Butler University.

Project Title: “Bridging Divides at the Neighborhood Level.” $40,000.00.

The Hoover Family Foundation Grant, 2002–03. Authored with Dr. Donald Braid, Butler University.

Project Title: “A Voice for the Voiceless.” $9,024.00.

Indiana Campus Compact Student Dialogue Grant, 2003. Faculty Author with students. Project Title:

“Substance Abuse Prevention Dialogue Program.” $174.50.

Indiana Campus Compact Community Service Mini-Grant, 2003. Faculty Author with students.

Project Title: “MLK Legal Guardianship Pamphlet.” $200.00.

Indiana Campus Compact Campus-Community Dialogue Grant, 2003–03. Authored with Sharon

Hammerich, Pharm. D., Butler University. Project Title: "Health and Healing: A Civic Matter." $3,000.

$3,000.00.

Indiana Campus Compact Faculty Fellowship, 2001–02. Project title: "The Enduring Quest for

Community." $5,000.00.

Indiana Campus Compact Scholarship of Engagement Faculty Development Grant, 2001–02. Authored

with Chin-Sook Pak Ph.D., Ball State University, Muncie, IN. Project title: "Serving Communities through

Scholarship: A Student Conference on Service-Learning." $3,000.

Butler Awards Committee Faculty Fellowship, 2001. Authored with Donald Braid, Ph.D., Butler

University.Project title: "Harmony in Dissonance: Understanding a Neighborhood." $4,683.00.

The Hoover Family Foundation, 2000. Project title: "BITS2." Indianapolis, IN. $9,451.00.

Community Outreach Partnership Center Grant, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development,

1999-2002. $399,145.00.
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Indiana Campus Compact Faculty Curriculum Development Grant, 1995. Project title: "Service Learning

in a Working Democracy." $2,000.

Butler Academic Grant, 1995. Project title: Politics and Music in the United States: The Founding to the

Third Millennium." $1,000.00.

PUBLICATIONS

“What are Schools For” Crossing Institutional Barriers for the Sake of Learning.” Authored with Dr.

Arthur Hochman, Butler University. Educational Studies, 36:2 Autumn 2004.

"The Political Theory of Christine de Pizan." Book Review. Perspectives on Politics. American Political

Science Association. March 2003.

“`What Are Schools For?’ Crossing Institutional Boundaries for the Sake of Learning." IMPACT. Vol.

1, Issue #3, Spring 2001.

"Ms. Machiavelli." Book Review of Christine de Pizan's The Book of the Body Politic, translated by Kate

Forhan Langdon. On the Issues. Winter 1996.

"Tocqueville's Eternal Feminine." Southeastern Political Review. March, 1995. Vol. 23, No.1.

"Introduction to United States Politics and Service Learning." In Snapshots of Service in the Disciplines.

Corporation for National Service Grants. Brown University, Providence RI, 1994-1995.

Editor, Politics, Gender and Genre: Essays on Christine de Pizan, Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1992.

"Identity and Difference in Christine de Pizan's Cité des dames." In Politics, Gender and Genre: Essays on

Christine de Pizan. Authored with Michael E. Brint. Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1992.

PROFESSIONAL AND COMMUNITY PRESENTATIONS

Facilitator: Teaching Workshop. University of Indianapolis, School of Nursing. Indianapolis, IN.

November 29, 2004.

Presenter: “Claiming Lives and Realities in an Urban Landscape.” American Folklore Society Annual

Meeting, Salt Lake City, Utah. October 14–16, 2004.

Panel Discussant: “Building Bridges Between Student Affairs and Academic Programs.” Indiana Campus

Compact Networking Council Meeting. Indianapolis, IN October 8, 2004.

Presenter: “Don’t Build Your House on Sand: Sustainable Partnerships.” The Governor’s Annual

Conference on Service and Volunteerism, Indianapolis, IN October 6-7, 2004.

Presenter: Office of University Partners, U.S. Department of Urban and Economic Development,

Community Outreach Partnership Annual National Conference, New Orleans, LA March 31–April 3,

2004.

Guest Speaker. “Supporting Grandparents Parenting a Second Time Around.” Martin Luther King Center.

Indianapolis, IN February 17, 2004.
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Presenter, “The Cost of Engagement.” Association of American Colleges and Universities Annual

National Meeting. Washington, D. C., January 21-24, 2004.

Guest Speaker: Butler University Staff Assembly—“Community Service and Staff Contributions—The

Role of the Center for Citizenship and Community.” December 17, 2003.

Guest Speaker, “The Meaning of Civic Engagement,” The Grover L. Hartman Center for Civic Education

and Leadership. DePauw University, Greencastle, IN. September 24, 2003.

Guest Speaker, “Light and Foam – The Moment in which to Make Change.” Ambassadors of Change

Program, Butler University. August 20, 2003.

Presenter, “`A Small Opening’: Using Service Learning in the Service of the Humanities and Humanity.”

International Conference on New Directions in the Humanities. Island of Rhodes, Greece July 2–5, 2003.

Guest Speaker, " "What Happened to `Grassroots' Democracy?" Decisions 2002. Mid-Shepherd's Center,

Indianapolis, IN. November 13, 2002.

Presenter, "Liberal Learning and the Professions: Building a Community of Practice." Association of

American Colleges and Universities Network for Academic Renewal Conference. Indianapolis, IN

November 7–9, 2002.

Facilitator, Association of American Colleges and Universities Network for Academic Renewal

Conference. Indianapolis, IN November 7–9, 2002.

Presenter: "Civic Mindedness and Community Outreach.” American Folklore Society Annual Meeting,

Rochester, NY October 16–20, 2002.

Guest Speaker, "Critical Connections: Sciences and Arts in Community Service." Butler Summer Institute,

June 25, 2002.

Presenter, "`Fierce with Reality': Working as a Committed Activist." Citizens Action Coalition.

Indianapolis, IN. June 7, 2002.

Panelist, "Difficult Partnerships—Turning Barriers into Bridges." COPC National Conference, Pittsburgh,

PA. April 25–27, 2002.

Presenter. "COPCs and Service Learning." Indiana Campus Compact Regional Meeting. Martin

University, Indianapolis, IN. March 15, 2002.

Presenter, "The Harmony in Dissonance: Understanding a Neighborhood.” American Folklore Society

Annual Meeting, Anchorage, Alaska October 17–21, 2001.

Panelist, “Close Encounters with CDCs: An Academic’s Perspective." Midwest Sociological Society

Annual Meeting, St. Louis, MO. April 4–6, 2001.

Presenter, “'What Are Schools For?’ Service-Learning and Educational Reform.” Indiana Campus

Compact Regional Meeting, Butler University. December 8, 2000.
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Invited Speaker, Lutheran Campus Ministry Regional Retreat. “Common Grace, Common Communities.”

Bedford, IN. November 4, 2000.

Discussion Leader, Indiana State Wide COPC meeting. Indianapolis, IN. October 25, 2000.

Guest Speaker, Butler-Tarkington Neighborhood Board Meeting. Indianapolis, IN. October 9, 2000.

Panelist, “Making a Smooth Transition from Middle to High School and High School to College.”

Mayor’s 2000 Back to School Teen Summit, Indianapolis, IN. September 23, 2000.

Guest, The Amos Brown Show. WAV Channel 53, Indianapolis, IN. September 15, 2000.

Respondent, Dr. Arthur Levine, President, Teachers College, Columbia University on “Citizenship

Education and the Attitudes of Today’s Students.” Sponsored by the Ohio Education Association, the

Council for Ethics in Economics, The Columbus Dispatch and the Trinity Episcopal Church of Columbus,

Ohio. March 31, 2000.

Presenter, “`What Are Schools For?’ Service-learning and Interdisciplinary Teaching.” Annual

Interdisciplinary Research Conference, Drury College. February 2005–06, 1998.

Invited Lecturer, “The More Things Change the More Things Stay the Same: Christine de Pizan’s City of

Ladies. Kenyon College, Integrated Program for Humane Studies December 08, 1998.

Workshop Director, “Public Intellectuals—The Work of Service-learning.” Kenyon College, Gambier,

Ohio, December 08, 1998.

Invited Lecturer, “Conversation with our Kind”: Following John Dewey’s Advice. ” Indianapolis, IN.

Unitarian Fellowship Church, October 11, 1998.

Presenter, “Servant Leadership in Higher Education.” Indiana Office for Campus Ministries. May 28,

1998.

Convocation Speaker, “Freedom and Responsibility in a Community of Scholars.” Butler University,

August 26, 1997.

Chair and Discussant, “U.S. Foreign Policy: Theory and Intellectual Transformation.” Indiana Political

Science Association Meeting, March 28, 1997.

Presenter, "Depth or Breadth: Results of a Shared Exploration of Teaching an Introductory US Politics

Course." Co-presenter Dale Hathaway. The Southern Political Science Association Annual Meeting,

November 07–09, 1996.

Presenter, "Ain't Nuthin' But a She Thang: Gendered Images in Music Videos.” The Southern Political

Science Association Annual Meeting, November 07-09, 1996.

Commencement Speaker, “Generational Shifts.” Rockville Jr.-Sr. High School, May 21, 1996.

Chair, "Gender Constructions, Gender Identities." The Western Political Science Association Meeting,

March 14–16, 1996.
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Discussant, “Representativeness, Diversity, and Management.” The Western Political Science Association

Meeting, March 14–16, 1996.

Presenter, "Welfare Reform—A Euphemism for Government Imposed Sexual Abstinence." The Southern

Political Science Association Annual Meeting, November 1-4, 1995.

Presenter, "Welfare Reform and Reproductive Politics." The Indiana Political Science Association Annual

Meeting, April 28, 1995.

Presenter, "Peer Review and Collaboration." The Butler Writing Across the Curriculum Conference,

Butler University, April 10–11, 1995.

Invited Lecturer, "Solidarity or Subordination?: Reading the Political Messages in Boccaccio's

Decameron." Kenyon College, Integrated Program for Humane Studies, December 2, 1994.

Panelist, "John Rawls' Political Liberalism: A Roundtable Discussion." The Indiana Political Science

Association Annual Meeting, April 26, 1994.

Invited Lecturer, "Rapists and the Raped: Feminine and Masculine Images in Music Videos." Brebeuf

Preparatory High School, Indianapolis, IN, May 25, 1993.

Presenter, "Alexis de Tocqueville's Eternal Feminine." The Southern Political Science Association Annual

Meeting, November 03–06, 1993.

Invited Lecturer, "Canonicity and the Medieval Woman Scholar." Kenyon College, Integrated Program for

Humane Studies, November 13, 1992.

Presenter, "The Ladies Speak: Allegory as Political Theory in Christine de Pizan's Book of the City of

Ladies." The International Medieval Conference, Western Michigan State, May 10, 1991.

ACADEMIC AND COMMUNITY SERVICE

Reviewer. Hypatia: Journal of Feminist Philosophy. Manuscript 1182. May 2004.

Grant Proposal Reviewer, Office of University Partners, U.S. Department of Urban and Economic

Development, Community Outreach Partnership Centers “New Grants” August 2003

Grant Proposal Reviewer, Office of University Partners, U.S. Department of Urban and Economic

Development, Community Outreach Partnership Centers “New Directions” August 1–6, 2002.

Associate Representative, Association of American Colleges and Universities. 2002–present.

Co-Chair, Butler-Tarkington/Butler University Operational Team (BBOT) 2004; 1999-2000.

Butler University, Presidential Commission on Gender, 2004-2006.

Butler University, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Internship Task Force, Fall, 2004.

Butler University, Faculty Convocation Organizer for the Jonathan Kozol Presentation, August 2004.
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Butler University Communications Strategy Committee. 2004.

Butler University, Co-Chair, Sesquicentennial Student/Community Subcommittee for Sesquicentennial

Celebration. 2004-05.

Butler University, University Relations Associate Director Search Committee. 2004.

Butler University Strategic Planning Committee. 2003-04.

Butler University Academic Affairs Committee. 2003-2005.

Butler University, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Professional Standards Committee. 2003–2005.

Butler University Experiential Learning Workgroup, 2001–2003.

Co-Chair and organizer of the Indiana State Wide COPC Meetings, February 21, 2002, November 30,

2001, and October 5, 2001.

Director, Indiana Network of Women Leaders. 2002–03.

Co-Director, Indiana Network of Women Leaders. 2000–2002.

Member, Theological Vocations Planning Committee. Butler University, 2002.

Member, Learning Through the Arts Committee. Butler University, 2002.

Facilitator, President Bobby Fong's White Paper Discussion. Butler University, April 13, 2002.

Organizer, “Renting 101” Educational forum. Butler University, February 25, 2002, November 19, 2003

and October 6, 2004.

Chair and Panelist, Proposal Development and Proposal Workshop. Butler University, February 15,

2002.

Speaker, Inauguration Week Community Tail Gate Party. Butler University, February 7, 2002.

Member, Commencement Planning Committee. Butler University, 2002.

Member, Indiana Commission for Higher Education, Statewide Transfer and Articulation Committee,

2002.

Member, Executive Board and Advisory Board, Martin Luther King Jr. Multicultural Service Center,

Indianapolis, IN, 1998–present.

Advisory Board, Indiana Campus Compact, 1999–present.

Member, Indiana Campus Compact Executive Director Search Committee, 2001–02.

Reviewer, Lone Star Industries Inc. Scholarship Program. 2001–02.
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Speaker, Ambassadors for Change. Butler University, 1998–2001, 2003.

Speaker, Farewell Address to Interim President Gwen Fountain. Butler University, May 4, 2001.

Co-Sponsor, Dr. Belden Lane, Landscapes of the Sacred: Creating Spirituality of Place in our Lives.

Indiana Network for Higher Education Ministries. November 10, 2001.

Co-Sponsor, Congresswoman Julia Carson. Women’s History Month, March 28, 2001.

Facilitator, Faculty Convocation. Butler University, August 2001

Presenter, New Faculty Orientation. Butler University, August 2004, 2002-1999, 1995, 994, 1993.

Supervisor, Emerging Leaders Program Fellowship Program. Butler University, 2001–02.

Member, January Term Workgroup. Butler University, 2001.

Member, President's Cabinet. Butler University, 2002.

Member, Experiential Learning Workgroup. Butler University, 2001–02.

Member, Individualized Majors Program Committee. Butler University, 2001–02.

Faculty Orientation Guide, Welcome Week. Butler University, August 2002, 2001, 1999, 1997, 1995.

Member, Butler University Police Officer Search Committee, Butler University, 1998–2002.

Co-Chair, Neighborhood Connect, Butler University, 1999–2002.

Co-Chair, Service Learning Operational Team (SLOT), Butler University, 1999–present.

Co-Organizer, Butler-Tarkington All Neighborhood Meeting, November 26, 2001.

Chair, United Way Butler University 2000 and 2001 Campaigns, Butler University.

Organizer and Presenter, LAS College Conference Planning Group. Butler University, 2001.

Co-Chair, “Light The Way” fundraising Campaign. Maple Road Development Association. Indianapolis,

IN 2003–05.

Member, Maple Road Development Association Board, Indianapolis, IN, 1998–present.

Indiana Civil Rights Commission, Hate Crimes Task Force, 1998–1999.

Advisory Council, Technical Training Services, Inc., Indianapolis, IN, 1998–2001.

Advisory Committee, City of Indianapolis School-to-Work Program, Indianapolis, IN, 1998.

Director, Gender Studies Program, Butler University, 1996–1998.
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President, Indiana Political Science Association, 1996–1997.

Member, National Political Science Honor Society Pi Sigma Alpha, 1993–present.

Member, Indiana Political Science Association, 1992–1999.

External Tenure Reviewer—William G. Weaver, III. Department of Political Science, University of Texas

at El Paso, September 1999.

Article reviewer, Southeastern Political Review, 1996.

Manuscript reviewer, Larry Johnston, Political Ideologies. Broadview Press, Calgary, AB, Canada.

Published 1996; Reviewed book proposal, outline and chapter for Broadview Press, 1995.

Article reviewer, The American Political Science Review, 1993.
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