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M.A., University of Virginia 
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Email: sroulier@lyon.edu 

Areas of scholarship or expertise:  
Political philosophy and constitutional law 

A published work:  
"Transformation and Integration: The Jury’s Promotion of Community Responsibility," Contemporary Justice Review, 1999. I have also published articles on the social and political theories of Michel Foucault, Immanuel Kant, and Richard Rorty. 

Originally from: Loveland, Colorado. 

Personal: I am married to Julie Roulier (M.D.) and have two boys – Sean and Peter. 

Outside interests:  
Sports have always been an important part of my life. I like to play tennis and basketball. I also enjoy skiing, even if I get "punished" by the moguls. The last several years have kept me too busy to commit much time to my guitar playing, but I’m hoping to find more time for music therapy here in Batesville. 

Work of Literature, art or music you would recommend:  
Either as a prelude or postlude to a fine Italian meal, go see Puccini’s Tosca. Suggesting a single piece of literature is very difficult, but for now let’s go with Kundera’s The Book of Laughter and Forgetting. For some light philosophical/theological reading, curl up with Kierkegaard’s The Sickness Unto Death. My favorite movement in art is German Expressionism. 

Person(s) who influenced your life:  
At the risk of sounding schmaltzy, I would have to say that my parents have provided consistent support and encouragement. Kudos also go to Chris Lange for helping me grow in my faith, and to Michael Brint, whose concern for people, scholarly brilliance, and inspiring lectures set an unparalleled example of the "good" professor. 

Why do you do what you do? 
What other profession pays you to spend time with bright young people, to read thought provoking books, and to reflect on and write about issues of personal interest and conviction? 

Why are you at Lyon? 
A small college like Lyon offers what other academic settings – commuter campuses, large research universities – simply cannot: a genuine sense of community based on "life-shaping-life" interaction and the fostering of intellectual curiosity through a strong liberal arts curriculum. 

What do you want to give your students? 
I hope they come to realize that, often, within the pages of "dusty old texts," we can discover ideas and sentiments that both expand the compass of our intellects and enrich our emotional lives. From my political science courses, I hope students acquire the tools and convictions needed to be active citizens. 

What do you expect from your students? 
To develop the academic virtues of patient and sympathetic reading, cogent expression, and the willing engagement of new ideas. 
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