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Curriculum Vitae

Education

2002 -
Department of English, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA

Ph.D. in English Language and Literature, expected 2008

Comprehensive exams in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century British literature

1994-1998
Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, NC

B.A. in English with honors, pre-med, magna cum laude

Dissertation

“The Accidental Muse: Chance, Form, and Victorian Metropolitan Literature, 1833-1851”
This dissertation argues that early-Victorian metropolitan literature was fascinated and formed by accidents and the accidental. Considering journalistic reports and sketches, novels, urban poetry, and on-the-street literary ephemera from famous and inconspicuous writers alike, my project identifies an “accidental muse” that generated formal innovations, fictional landscapes, social ideas, and interdisciplinary arguments about chance and its epistemological and ethical consequences. Victorian metropolitan literature is an unrecognized locus for emerging cultural understandings of chance and risk, and accident provides a middle term in the shift from deterministic or providential to increasingly relativistic concepts of order.
Committee: Herbert Tucker, Michael Levenson, Karen Chase

Projected Date of Defense: Summer 2008

Honors and Awards

English Department Fellowship, University of Virginia, 2002 – present

Thomas J. Griffis Prize for best essay by a graduate student in English, University of Virginia, Spring 2007

Bradley Fellow, 2005-2007
English Department Pedagogy Contest award, Spring 2006

University of Virginia Writing Program Pedagogy Contest finalist, Fall 2005

Society for Literature and Science Travel Award, Fall 2004

Department of English Award for Excellence in Pedagogy, Spring 2004

Departmental Teaching Committee Nomination for Exemplary Teaching Assistants, Spring 2004

Chancellor’s Fellowship, University of California, Irvine (declined), 2002

Regent’s Fellowship, University of Michigan (declined), 2002

H. Broadus Jones Award for best work in Shakespeare, Wake Forest University, Spring 1998

Officer, Sigma Tau Delta, National English Honor Society, 1997-1998

Golden Key National Honor Society, 1997-1998

Teaching Interests

The long nineteenth century; Victorian prose and poetry; science and literature; digital humanities; urban studies; pedagogy

Teaching Experience

Instructor, English Department, University of Virginia, 2003 – present

· Introduction to Literary Studies: initiates English majors into the range of genres and critical practices of upper-level courses. Authors include Austen, Stoppard, McEwan, and many others.
· Monsters of Literature: self-designed seminar in fiction and cultural studies of monstrosity; authors include Shakespeare, Shelley, Stoker, Hawthorne, Doyle, King, Alexie, and a variety of films.
· History of Literatures in English, 1660-1860: Teaching Assistant for Professors Eric Lott and David Morris in large survey course of trans-Atlantic literature; led seminar discussion and graded all papers and exams. Authors include Milton, Behn, Defoe, Equiano, Blake, Wordsworth, Poe, Melville, Browning, Tennyson and others.
· Basketball and Sports Culture: designed and led advanced academic writing course using sports to investigate and argue an array of social and cultural issues, including race, gender, higher education, and the media.
· Humans, Clones and Bioethics: self-designed argument and writing course. Used fiction, non-fiction prose, and films to explore issues in politics, ethics and representation of genetics.
· Academic and Professional Writing: writing workshop leader.
Teacher, Upward Bound, University of Virginia, Summer 2004

· Computer Literacy and Productivity: created and administered intensive introduction to computers course for thirty local underrepresented high school students.

Grader, English Department, University of Virginia, Fall 2003 – Spring 2004

· American Literature to 1950

· The Eighteenth-Century Novel

Selected Papers and Conferences

“Accidents and Omnibus Agency in Sketches by Boz,” “The Inimitable II,” North American Victorian Studies Association, Sept. 2006, West Lafayette, IN

“Routinely Extraordinary: Sketches by Boz and the Fictions of the Modern Fact,” “Nineteenth-Century British,” Worlding the Text, UVA Graduate English Students Association Conference, April 2006, Charlottesville, VA

“‘The Palace of Art’ in the Age of Museological Reproduction,” “Poetry in Cultural Institutions: The Book, the Collector, the Museum,” The Nine Lives of Victorian Poetry, Victorians Institute Meeting, April 2005, Greensboro, NC

“Double Tech: ‘Lightning Communication’ and Mark’s Telephonic Twainness,” “Impure Masculinities,” Impurities, Interdisciplinary Nineteenth-Century Studies, April 2005, Baton Rouge, LA

“Couplets and Eighteenth-Century Science: A Much-Abused Poetic Alliance,” “Poetry and Science: 18th and 19th Centuries,” Society for Literature and Science, Oct. 2004, Durham, NC

“Cultural Landscape and Network Topologies in Jules Verne’s Journey to the Centre of the Earth,” “Space and Time: 19th Century,” Rethinking Space + Time Across Science, Literature and the Arts, Society for Literature and Science, Oct. 2003, Austin, TX

Academic Service and Employment

Project Manager: Dante Gabriel Rossetti: A Hypermedia Research Archive, Institute for Advanced Technology in the Humanities, University of Virginia, June 2005 – present

Organizing Committee: North American Victorian Studies Association 2005 Conference, University of Virginia, Summer – Fall 2005

Graduate Area Representative for Nineteenth Century Studies, English Department, University of Virginia, Fall 2003 – Spring 2005

Faculty Research Assistant, English Department, University of Virginia, Spring 2003 – Summer 2004

· Cynthia Wall, anthology on eighteenth-century literature and culture, Bedford/St. Martins, forthcoming

· Stephen Railton, Uncle Tom’s Cabin and American Culture: A Multimedia Archive
· Steven Arata, edition of George Gissing, New Grub Street, Broadview, forthcoming

Professional Memberships and Affiliations

Modern Language Association

North American Victorian Studies Association

Interdisciplinary Nineteenth-Century Studies 

Victorians Institute

Society for Literature, Science, and the Arts

Graduate English Student Association, University of Virginia

Additional Skills

Proficiency in French and Italian

HTML, XML, SGML authoring

Editorial and production experience in book and magazine publishing

Desktop and web publishing
Recommendations

Herbert Tucker, Professor of English, University of Virginia 

Michael Levenson, Professor of English, University of Virginia

Karen Chase, Professor of English, University of Virginia

Jerome McGann, Professor of English, University of Virginia

Steven Arata, Associate Professor of English, University of Virginia
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