St. John’s College tutor Jeffrey Smith will discuss Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s ideas on man as a “noble savage” in his lecture on “Pity and Rousseau’s Three Savages” at 8:15 p.m. Friday, March 31, in the Francis Scott Key Auditorium.  The lecture is free and open to the public.

Smith will explore the question: Can sentiment be the foundation of morality? “The lecture explores this possibility in the context of a treatment of Rousseau’s writings on pity,” says Smith. “I will give special attention to Rousseau’s different depictions of the savage and to their relevance to his account of human nature.”

Smith has been a tutor at St. John’s since 2001. He was a Mellon Fellow in the Humanities from 1989-94 and earned his doctorate from the Committee on Social Thought at the University of Chicago in 1997.  Prior to joining the faculty at St. John’s, he was a visiting assistant professor of political science at Colgate University and assistant professor of philosophy at Carthage College
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