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Bar Admissions: Illinois

Courses: Cyber Law, Decedents' Estates and Trusts, Jurisprudence, Patent Law, Property, Property and its Theoretical Foundations
Biography: Adam Mossoff researches and writes in patent law and property theory. His work addresses the theoretical and doctrinal intersections between property and intellectual property, with a special focus on the intellectual history of patents. In the 2001-2002 academic year, he was a John M. Olin Fellow in Law at Northwestern University School of Law, and immediately before joining the faculty at MSU College of Law, he clerked for the Hon. Jacques L. Wiener, Jr., of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. Professor Mossoff graduated from the University of Chicago Law School with honors in 2001. He has a M.A. in philosophy from Columbia University, where he specialized in legal and political philosophy, and a B.A. in philosophy from the University of Michigan, where he graduated magna cum laude and with high honors in philosophy. At MSU Law, he teaches patent law, property, cyberlaw, jurisprudence, estates and trusts, and a property theory seminar.
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Academic Experience:

Michigan State University College of Law

Associate Professor of Law, 2006-present

Assistant Professor of Law, 2003-2006

Northwestern University School of Law

John M. Olin Fellow in Law, 2001-2002

Visiting Lecturer, Spring Term 2002

Education:

University of Chicago Law School, J.D. with Honors, 2001

• Bradley Governance Fellowship, 2000-2001

• Articles Editor, University of Chicago Law School Roundtable

• Assistant, Legal History Workshop

• Research Assistant, Richard A. Epstein

• Chairman, LSA Appointments Committee, 2000-2001

• Hinton Moot Court, 1999-2000

Columbia University, M.A. (Philosophy), 1998

• Areas of Specialization: Legal and Political Philosophy

• Completed qualifying examinations for Ph.D.

• President’s Fellow, 1995

• Participant in the Legal Theory Workshop at Columbia Law School, 1994-1998

University of Michigan, B.A. (Philosophy) with High Distinction, 1993

• High Honors in Philosophy

• James B. Angell Scholar for “perfect scholarship record for 2 or more terms,” 1993

Publications:

Major Articles:

• Patents as Constitutional Private Property: The Historical Protection of Patents under the

Takings Clause, 87 Boston University Law Review (forthcoming 2007).

• Who Cares What Thomas Jefferson Thought About Patents? Reevaluating the Patent

“Privilege” in Historical Context, 92 Cornell Law Review (forthcoming 2007).

• Spam—Oy, What a Nuisance!, 19 Berkeley Technology Law Journal 625 (2004).

• What is Property? Putting the Pieces Back Together, 45 Arizona Law Review 371 (2003).

• Rethinking the Development of Patents: An Intellectual History, 1550-1800, 52 Hastings

Law Journal 1255 (2001).
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Essays, Book Chapters and Miscellaneous Publications:

• Is Copyright Property?, 42 San Diego Law Review 29 (2005).

• Natural Law, in BERKSHIRE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF WORLD HISTORY (2005).

• The Death of Poletown: The Future of Eminent Domain and Urban Development After

County of Wayne v. Hathcock, 2004 Michigan State Law Review 837.

• Locke’s Labor Lost, 9 University of Chicago Law School Roundtable 155 (2002).

• Comment: Review of Kristie M. McClure’s Judging Rights: Lockean Politics and the Limits

of Consent, Review of Metaphysics (March, 2000).

• Comment: Review of Randy Barnett’s Structure of Liberty: Justice and the Rule of Law,

Review of Metaphysics (December, 1999).

• Comment: Review of Michel Rosenfeld’s Just Interpretations: Law between Ethics and

Politics, Review of Metaphysics (September, 1999).

Workshops and Lectures:

• “Patents as Property: Rethinking the Exclusive Right in Patent Law,” Colloquium on

Technology, Innovation, and Technology Policy at University of Arizona James E. Rogers

College of Law, October 2006.

• “Patents as Property: Rethinking the Exclusive Right in Patent Law,” Intellectual Property

Scholars Conference, Boalt Hall School of Law, UC-Berkeley, August 2006.

• “Who Cares What Thomas Jefferson Thought About Patents: Reconsidering the Patent

‘Privilege’ in Historical Context,” Edward D. Manzo Scholar in Advanced Concepts in

Patent Law Seminar, DePaul University School of Law, April 2006.

• “Who Cares What Thomas Jefferson Thought About Patents: Reconsidering the Patent

‘Privilege’ in Historical Context,” Santa Clara University School of Law, March 2006.

• “Who Cares What Thomas Jefferson Thought About Patents: Reconsidering the Patent

‘Privilege’ in Historical Context,” Case Western University School of Law, February 2006.

• “Who Cares What Thomas Jefferson Thought About Patents: Reconsidering the Patent

‘Privilege’ in Historical Context,” Whittier Law School, January 2006.

• “Who Cares What Thomas Jefferson Thought About Patents: Reconsidering the Patent

‘Privilege’ in Historical Context,” Intellectual Property Speakers Series, George

Washington University School of Law, October 2005.

• “Who Cares What Thomas Jefferson Thought About Patents: Reconsidering the Patent

‘Privilege’ in Historical Context,” Works-in-Progress Intellectual Property Colloquium,

Washington University School of Law in St. Louis, October 2005.

• “Patents, Prices, and Property: Drug Patents and the Takings Clause,” Works-in-Progress

Intellectual Property Colloquium, Washington University School of Law in St. Louis,

October 2005 (with co-author, Eric R. Claeys).

• “Patents, Prices, and Property: Drug Patents and the Takings Clause,” Health Law Scholars

Workshop, St. Louis University School of Law, September 2005 (with co-author, Eric R.

Claeys).
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• “Patents, Prices, and Property: Drug Patents and the Takings Clause,” Intellectual Property

Scholars Conference, Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, August 2005 (with co-author,

Eric R. Claeys).

• “Patents, Prices, and Property: Drug Patents and the Takings Clause,” Loyola University

Chicago School of Law, April 2005 (with co-author, Eric R. Claeys).

• “Who Cares What Thomas Jefferson Thought About Patents? Reconstructing the Origins of

American Patent Doctrine.” Academic Workshop, University of Chicago Law School,

November 2004.

• “Who Cares What Thomas Jefferson Thought About Patents? Reconstructing the Origins of

American Patent Doctrine.” Works-in-Progress Intellectual Property Colloquium, Boston

University School of Law, September 2004.

• “Who Cares What Thomas Jefferson Thought About Patents? Reconstructing the Origins of

American Patent Doctrine.” Intellectual Property Scholars Conference, DePaul University

College of Law, August 2004.

• “The Rise and Fall of Property Rights in America,” University of Illinois—Urbana-

Champaign, April 2004.

• “Spam—Oy, It’s Such a Nuisance!,” Michigan State University—DCL College of Law,

Intellectual Property Roundtable, February 2004.

• “Spam—Oy, It’s Such a Nuisance!,” Tulane Law School, Works-in-Progress Intellectual

Property Colloquium, October 2003

• “The Relevance of Property Theory to Patent Law,” University of Chicago Law School,

November 2002.

• “What is Property: Putting the Pieces Back Together,” Northwestern University School of

Law, February 2002.

• “What is Property: Putting the Pieces Back Together,” University of Chicago Law School,

February 2002.

• “The Relevance of Natural Rights in Intellectual Property Today,” The George Washington

University Law School, February 2002.

• “What is Property,” Zodiac Property Law Workshop, Northwestern University School of

Law, December 2001.

• “The Historical Development of the Legal Doctrine of Patents and Natural Rights

Philosophy: Rediscovering Their Relationship,” Second Renaissance Conferences, July

2000.

• “Pragmatism, Justice Holmes, and Contemporary Legal Philosophy,” Harvard University,

April 1999.

• “Understanding Kant’s Copernican Revolution in its Philosophical Context,” University of

Michigan, November 1997.

• “Natural Law and Natural Rights: An Intellectual History,” New York City, February 1997.

• “The Nature of Individual Rights,” New York City, February 1997.

• “Natural Law and Natural Rights: An Intellectual History,” Toronto, November 1996.
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• “The Nature of Individual Rights,” Toronto, November 1996.

• “The Death of Natural Law,” New York City, February 1995.

Conferences:

• Invited Participant: “Patent Law: Recent Developments and Proposals for Reform,” at

conference co-hosted by Berkeley Center for Law and Technology and the High Tech Law

Institute at Santa Clara University School of Law, October 2006.

• Invited Panel Participant: “Eminent Domain, Intellectual Property, and Small Business.”

National Bar Association Annual Meeting, Detroit, Michigan, August 2006.

• Panel Co-Organizer/Participant: “Intellectual Property and Property: Marriage or Misfit?”

AALS Mid-Year Meeting, June 2006. Participants: Mark Schultz (co-organizer), Michael

Carrier, David Adelman, and Adam Mossoff. (Presentation: “Patents, Property, and the

Right to Exclude”).

• Invited Panel Participant (with co-author, Eric R. Claeys): “Property Law, Takings and

Health Law,” at the Health Law Teachers Conference, University of Maryland School of

Law, June 2006. (Presentation: “First, Do No Harm: Canadian Drug Imports, Innovation,

and the Design Limits of Patent Law”).

• Invited Panel Participant: “By Any Other Name: Intellectual Property as ‘Property’” at the

conference, “Intellectual Property: Back to Basics,” hosted by the Federalist Society,

Washington, D.C., June 2006.

• Panel Organizer/Participant: “The History of Intellectual Property Rights.” American

Society for Legal History, November 2005. Participants: Doron Ben-Atar, Peter Jaszi,

Adam Mossoff, Craig Joyce, and Thomas Nachbar. (Presentation: “Who Cares What

Thomas Jefferson Thought About Patents: Reconsidering the Patent ‘Privilege’ in

Historical Context”).

• Invited Debate Participant: “Life, Liberty, and Intellectual Property.” Federalist Society

Intellectual Property Practice Group, October 2005. Invited to debate Professor Tom W.

Bell whether intellectual property is a property right.

• Panel Organizer/Participant: “Public Use Strikes Back: Eminent Domain after Hathcock

and Kelo.” Hot Topics Panel, AALS Annual Meeting, January 2005. Participants: Eric

Claeys, David Dana, Lee Anne Fennell, Ilya Somin, and Adam Mossoff (Moderator).

• Invited Participant: “The Federalist Papers.” Liberty Fund Colloquium, December 2004.

• Conference Organizer: “The Death of Poletown: The Future of Eminent Domain and Urban

Development After County of Wayne v. Hathcock.” Michigan State University College of

Law, November 2004. Symposium issue published: 2004 Mich. St. L. Rev. 897.

• Panel Participant: “Intellectual Property.” Law & Society Association Conference, Chicago,

May 2004 (Presentation: “Demystifying Justice in Patent Law”).

• Panel Participant: “Conceptualizing Foundational Metrics.” The Association of Law,

Culture, and the Humanities, University of Connecticut School of Law, March 2004

(Presentation: “Enjoying the Fruits of One’s Labors”).

• Invited Panel Participant: “Black Acre and Black Beauty: Strange Bedfellows or A Happy

Marriage.” Intellectual Property, Sustainable Development, and Endangered Species:
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Understanding the Dynamics of the Information Ecosystem, Michigan State University—

Michigan State University College of Law, March 2004 (Presentation: “Property Policy

and Patents”).

• Panel Participant: “Natural Rights and Copyright.” Promoting Markets in Creativity:

Copyright in the Internet Age, a conference hosted by the Progress & Freedom Foundation

and the George Mason University Tech Center, June 2003 (Presentation: “Is Copyright

Property? A Comment on Richard Epstein’s ‘Liberty vs. Property’”).

• Lecture: “The Development and Meaning of the Modern Concept of Property,” at Politics,

Law and Property Conference, Ashland University, March 2003.

• Lecture: “Theory and Practice: Legal Philosophy and the Courts,” at Lyceum Conferences,

July 1999.

• Lecture: “The Philosophy of Natural Rights,” at Second Renaissance Conferences, July

1998.

• Paper Presentation: “Discovering Legal Obligation through Raz-Colored Lenses,” at the

Student Conference on Philosophy and Law, Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law,

October 1993.

Miscellaneous Writings & Publications:

.• Co-authored amicus brief with Daniel D. Barnhizer on behalf of Virginia Wineries

Association in Granholm v. Heald, 544 U.S. 460 (2005). Ten law professors joined the

brief, including Paul Finkelman and Richard Epstein.

• Op-Ed: Adam Mossoff & Daniel D. Barnhizer, “Michigan Prohibition on Interstate

Shipment of Wine is Unconstitutional Discrimination,” Detroit Free Press, December 6,

2004.

Courses Taught:

• Patent Law

• Cyberlaw

• Property

• Property Theory Seminar

• Estates & Trusts

• Jurisprudence

Professional Associations:

• American Intellectual Property Law Association

• Federal Circuit Bar Association

• American Society for Legal History

• Selden Society

• Federalist Society
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