United State Court of Appeals for the 10th Circuit
 Clerk contact:

	Business Hours
	 

	 
	8:00 am to 5:00 pm, Mountain Time, Monday through Friday, except legal holidays 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	Court Address
	 

	 
	Byron White U.S. Courthouse
1823 Stout Street
Denver, CO 80257.
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	Phone Numbers
	 

	 
	Clerk's Office Main Phone: 303-844-3157. To speak to an operator, press 0 when the automated attendant answers.
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	Attorney Admissions:
303-844-3157
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	Team 1 (Oklahoma & Agency cases):
303-335-2729
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	Team 2 (Colorado & New Mexico cases):
303-335-2727
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	Team 3 (Kansas, Wyoming, Utah & Tax cases):
303-335-2728
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	Email 
	 

	 
	To contact us by email, click here.
	 

	 
	 
	


Michael W. McConnell (born May 18, 1955 in Louisville, Kentucky) is a federal judge on the United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit. He was nominated by President George W. Bush on September 4, 2001, and confirmed unanimously by the United States Senate on November 15, 2002 by voice vote.

McConnell, Michael W. 
Born 1955 in Louisville, KY

Federal Judicial Service:
Judge, U. S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit
Nominated by George W. Bush on September 4, 2001, to a seat vacated by Stephen H. Anderson; Confirmed by the Senate on November 15, 2002, and received commission on November 26, 2002. 

Education:
Michigan State University, B.A., 1976

University of Chicago Law School, J.D., 1979

Professional Career:
Law clerk, Hon. J. Skelly Wright, U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, 1979-1980
Law clerk, Associate Justice William J. Brennan, Supreme Court of the United States, 1980-1981
Assistant general counsel, Office of Management and Budget, 1981-1983
Assistant to the solicitor general, U.S. Department of Justice, 1983-1985
Professor, University of Chicago Law School, 1985-1996
Professor, University of Utah College of Law, 1997-2002

Race or Ethnicity: White

Gender: Male

Education and Career
McConnell graduated from Michigan State University in 1976. McConnell received his Juris Doctor (J.D.) degree from the University of Chicago Law School in 1979. He was a law clerk for James Skelly Wright, U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, 1979-1980, and for Associate Justice William Brennan, Supreme Court of the United States, 1980-1981. He was an assistant general counsel at the Office of Management and Budget, 1981-1983, and an assistant to the Solicitor General, U.S. Department of Justice, 1983-1985. He was a professor at the University of Chicago Law School, 1985-1996, and then at the University of Utah College of Law, 1997-2002.

A Constitutional originalist, McConnell has contended that originalism is consistent with the Supreme Court's 1955 desegregation decision Brown v. Board of Education, against critics of originalism who argue that they are inconsistent.[1]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_W._McConnell" \l "_note-1#_note-1" \o "" [2] McConnell has likewise argued that the Court's decision in Bolling v. Sharpe was correct, but should have been reached on other grounds, because Congress never "required that the schools of the District of Columbia be segregated."[3]
[edit] Federal Service
He was nominated by President George W. Bush on September 4, 2001, and confirmed unanimously by the United States Senate on November 15, 2002 by voice vote.

McConnell has been mentioned as a potential nominee to the Supreme Court during the George W. Bush presidency. In June 2005, amid expectations that Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist would retire at the end of the Court's term, some sources cited McConnell as a frontrunner for Rehnquist's seat, which ultimately went to John Roberts. [1] Professor Stephen B. Presser of Northwestern University School of Law has argued that "McConnell is high on the White House's short list", because:

[McConnell] does believe that the Supreme Court has gone too far in reading the total separation of church and state into the Constitution, and because he ...understands that Roe v. Wade has no firm constitutional foundation. He might be acceptable to the left not only because so many liberal professors support him, but also because he has been public in his criticism of Bush v. Gore and the impeachment of President Clinton. 

Some may object to McConnell because of his public support for a constitutional amendment banning abortion, while others might object because McConnell thinks an amendment would be needed in order to accomplish that goal. [2]
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[edit] External links
· Federal Judicial Center Profile 

· A selection of McConnell's essays for the Wall Street Journal 

· Profile - U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Legal Policy 

· S.J. Quinney College of Law Profile - McConnell's Faculty Profile at the University of Utah 

· Various resources about Judge McConnell from confirmthem.com 
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