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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Visiting Professor, UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON, August 2006 – July 2007

Professor, Department of Economics, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS, 2005–present

Associate Professor, Department of Economics, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS, 2000–2005

Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY, 1992–2000

Research Fellow, Aging Program, NATIONAL BUREAU OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH, 1995 – 1996

Policy Analyst, ICF INCORPORATED, Washington, DC, 1983-1987

EDUCATION

PhD., Economics, STANFORD UNIVERSITY, 1992.

B.A., Economics/Mathematics, COLBY COLLEGE, 1983.

RESEARCH AFFILIATIONS

Senior Research Affiliate, NATIONAL POVERTY CENTER, University of Michigan, 2003 – present.

Research Associate, NATIONAL BUREAU OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH, Public Economics Program,

2001 - present.

Research Affiliate, JOINT CENTER FOR POVERTY RESEARCH, University of Chicago and

Northwestern University, 1999 - present.

Research Associate, INSTITUTE FOR FISCAL STUDIES, University College London, 1995 - present

Research Affiliate, INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH ON POVERTY, University of Wisconsin, Madison,

1994 -present.

Faculty Research Fellow, NATIONAL BUREAU OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH Public Economics

Program, 1992-2001.
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PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND ACTIVITIES

Presenter, President Bush’s ADVISORY PANEL ON TAX REFORM. Presentation on “The Earned

Income Tax Credit” made to panel members in March 2005.

Advisory Council Member, PUBLIC POLICY INSTITUTE OF CALIFORNIA, 2002 - present.

Advisory Board Member, WELFARE POLICY RESEARCH PROJECT, University of California, Office

of the President, 2004– present.

Program Committee Member, AMERICAN ECONOMIC ASSOCIATION Annual Meetings, January 3-

5, 2003, Washington, DC.

Participant, CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH BRIEFING on The Earned Income Tax Credit: Help for

Poor Working Families, Washington DC, June 23, 1999.

Co-organizer for NBER UNIVERSITIES RESEARCH CONFERENCE on Impact of Recent Federal and

State Reforms in Public Assistance and Social Insurance Programs, Cambridge MA, May 14-15,

1999.

CalWORKS Advisory Committee Member, RAND CORPORATION, 1999 - 2002.

Co-Organizer for INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH ON POVERTY Conference on Problems of the Low

Income Population, Madison WI, January 4, 1996.

HONORS

Award for Best Graduate Student Advisor, UC Davis, 2005.

Award for Best Graduate Student Teacher, UC Berkeley, 2000.

Sloan Foundation Research Fellowship, 1997 – 1999.

Award for Best Graduate Student Advisor, UC Berkeley, 1998.

Sloan Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship, 1991 – 1992.

Bradley Foundation Dissertation Fellowship, 1990 – 1991.

Stanford University Fellowship, 1987 – 1988.

Teaching Assistant Award, Stanford University, 1989 – 1990.
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EXTRAMURAL GRANTS

Joint Center for Poverty Research, USDA Research Development Grants, “The Introduction of

the Food Stamp Program: Impacts on Food Consumption and Family Well-being.” $24,753,

2005-2006.

California Department of Social Services (through UCD Center for Public Policy Research),

“Welfare Reform, Family Structure, and Children’s Living Arrangements.” Principal

Investigator, $20,000, 2004-2005.

The Social Research and Demonstration Corporation, Canada, Award program for SSP Research,

“Distributional Impacts of the Self-Sufficiency Project,” Principal Investigator, $30,000 2004-

2006.

Joint Center for Poverty Research, USDA Research Development Grants, “The Introduction of

the Food Stamp Program: Impacts on Food Consumption and Family Well-being,” $25,000,

2005-2006.

California Department of Social Services and UCD Center for Public Policy Research, “Welfare

Reform, Family Structure, and Children’s Living Arrangements,” Principal Investigator, $25,000,

2005-2006.

Northwestern/University of Chicago Joint Center for Poverty Research, Small Grant Program, “Is

There a Welfare Trap? The Importance of Heterogeneity, State Dependence and Initial

Conditions,” Principal Investigator, $20,000, 1998 – 1999.

Department of Health and Human Services, Assistant Secretary of Planning and Evaluation, and

Institute for Research on Poverty, “The Effect of the Earned Income Tax Credit on the Labor

Supply of Married Couples,” Principal Investigator, $22,584, 1996 – 1997.

National Institute for Child Health and Human Development, National Institutes of Health,

“Income Support Policies and Welfare Dependency,” Senior Investigator, $1.1 million, 1994 –

1999. (With Thomas MaCurdy)

National Institute on Aging, National Institutes of Health, “Wealth, Health and Differential

Mortality,” Senior Investigator, 1994 – 1997. (With Daniel McFadden)
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PUBLICATIONS: ARTICLES AND CHAPTERS

“The Hours of Work Response of Married Couples: Taxes and the Earned Income Tax Credit,”

Forthcoming, CESifo/MIT Press conference volume, Tax Policy and Labor Market Performance,

Peter Birch Sorensen ed. (with Nada Eissa).

“Behavioral Responses to Taxes: Lessons from the EITC and Labor Supply,” Tax Policy and the

Economy pp. 74-110. MIT Press 2006 (with Nada Eissa).

“What Mean Impacts Miss: Distributional Effects of Welfare Reform Experiments,” American

Economic Review Volume 96, Number 4, pp. 988-1012, September 2006 (with Marianne Bitler

and Jonah Gelbach).

“Poverty in America: Trends and Explanations,” Journal of Economic Perspectives Volume 20,

Number 1, pp. 47-68, Winter 2006 (with Marianne Page and Ann Stevens).

“The Impact of Welfare Reform on Children's Living Arrangements,” Journal of Human

Resources Volume 41, Number 1, pp. 1-27, Winter 2006 (with Marianne Bitler and Jonah

Gelbach).

“Welfare Reform and Health,” Journal of Human Resources Volume 40, Number 2, pp. 306-334,

Spring 2005 (with Marianne Bitler and Jonah Gelbach).

“The Impact of Welfare Reform on Marriage and Divorce,” Demography, Volume 41, Number 2,

pp. 213-236, May 2004 (with Marianne Bitler, Jonah Gelbach, and Madeline Zavodny).

“Taxes and the Labor Market Participation of Married Couples: The Earned Income Tax Credit,”

Journal of Public Economics, Volume 88, Number 9-10, pp. 1931-1958, August 2004. (with

Nada Eissa)

“Has In-Work Benefit Reform Helped the Labour Market?" in Seeking a Premier Economy: The

Economic Effects of British Economic Reforms, 1980-2000, edited by David Card, Richard

Blundell and Richard Freeman. University of Chicago Press: Chicago, 2004 (with Richard

Blundell).

“Some Evidence on Race, Welfare Reform and Household Income,” American Economic Review,

Volume 93, Number 2, pp. 293-298, May 2003 (with Marianne Bitler and Jonah Gelbach)

“Another Look at Whether a Rising Tide Lifts All Boats,” in The Roaring Nineties: Can Full

Employment Be Sustained? edited by Alan Krueger and Robert Solow. Russell Sage Foundation:

New York, 2001 (with James R. Hines, Jr. and Alan B. Krueger).

“Explaining the Fall and Rise in the Tax Cost of Marriage: The Effect of Tax Laws and

Demographic Trends, 1984-1997,” National Tax Journal, Volume 53, Number 3, Part 2, pp. 683-

711, September 2000, (with Nada Eissa).
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PUBLICATIONS: ARTICLES AND CHAPTERS (CONTINUED)

“A Non-Experimental Analysis of 'True' State Dependence in Monthly Welfare Participation

Sequences,” American Statistical Association, 1999 Proceedings of the Business and Economic

Statistics Section, pp. 9-17 (with Kenneth Chay and Dean Hyslop).

“Local Labor Markets and Welfare Spells: Do Demand Conditions Matter?” Review of

Economics and Statistics, Volume 82, Number 3, pages 351-368, August 2000.

“The Employment and Earnings of Less Skilled Workers Over the Business Cycle,” in Finding

Jobs: Work and Welfare Reform, edited by Rebecca Blank and David Card. Russell Sage

Foundation: New York, 2000, pages 23-71.

“Differential Mortality and Wealth Accumulation,” Journal of Human Resources, Volume 35,

Number 1, pp. 1-29, Winter 2000 (with Orazio Attanasio).

“Tax Rates and Work Incentives in the Social Security Disability Income Program: Current Law

and Proposed Reforms,” National Tax Journal, Volume 52, Number 4, pp. 623-654, December

1999 (with Robert Moffitt).

“Household Wealth of the Elderly Under Alternative Imputation Procedures,” in Inquiries In The

Economics of Aging, edited by David Wise. University of Chicago Press: Chicago, 1998, pp.

229-254. (with Michael Hurd and Harish Chand).

“Work, Welfare, and Family Structure: What Have We Learned?” in Fiscal Policy: Lessons from

Economic Research, edited by Alan Auerbach. MIT Press: Cambridge, Mass, 1997, pages 101-

146.

“Does Welfare Play Any Role in Female Headship Decisions?” Journal of Public Economics,

Volume 65, Number 2, pages 89-117, August 1997.

“The Impact of Demographics on Housing and Non-Housing Wealth in the United States,” in The

Economic Effects of Aging in the United States and Japan, edited by Michael D. Hurd and

Naohiro Yashiro. University of Chicago Press: Chicago, 1997, pages 153-194. (with Daniel

McFadden).

“The Effectiveness of Financial Work Incentives in DI and SSI: Lessons from Other Transfer

Programs,” in Disability, Work and Cash Benefits, edited by Jerry Mashaw, Virginia Reno,

Richard Burkhauser, and Monroe Berkowitz. Upjohn: Kalamazoo, Michigan, 1996, pages 189-

222. (with Robert Moffitt).

“Welfare Transfers in Two-Parent Families: Labor Supply and Welfare Participation Under the

AFDC-UP Program,” Econometrica, Volume 64, Number 2, pages 295-332, March 1996.
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PUBLICATIONS: ARTICLES AND CHAPTERS (CONTINUED)

“Has the Decline in Benefits Shortened Welfare Spells?” American Economic Review, Volume

84, Number 2, pages 43-48, May 1994. (with Thomas MaCurdy).

WORKING PAPERS AND PAPERS UNDER REVIEW

“Welfare Reform and Health using Experimental Data,” Mimeo July 2006 (with Marianne Bitler)

(Under review).

“The Introduction of the Food Stamp Program: Impacts on Food Consumption and Family Wellbeing,”

Mimeo, June 2006, (with Diane Whitmore Schanzenbach).

“Distributional Impacts of the Self Sufficiency Project,” Mimeo, January 2006 (with Marianne

Bitler and Jonah Gelbach) (Revise and resubmit, Journal of Public Economics).

“What Did the Rising Tide Lift at the Turn of the Millennium?” Mimeo, January 2005 (with

James Hines and Alan Krueger).

“A Non-Experimental Analysis of True State Dependence in Monthly Welfare Participation

Sequences,” Mimeo, May 2004 (with Kenneth Chay and Dean Hyslop).

“Tax and Transfer Policy, and Family Formation: Marriage and Cohabitation.” Mimeo,

December 2000 (with Nada Eissa).

“Good News for Low Income Families? Tax-Transfer Schemes and Marriage”, Mimeo,

November 2000.
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PUBLICATIONS – BOOK REVIEWS

Review of Means Tested Transfer Programs in the United States, Robert Moffitt, ed, Journal of

Economic Literature, March 2005, Volume 63, Number 1, p. 164.

Review of Prosperity for All? The Economic Boom and African Americans, Robert Cherry and

William M. Rodgers III, eds, Journal of Economic Literature, December 2002, Volume 60,

Number 4, pp. 1268-1269.

Review of What Employers Want: Job Prospects for Less-Educated Workers, by Harry J. Holzer.

Political Science Quarterly Volume 112, Number 2, p. 357, Summer 1997.

PUBLICATIONS – COMMENTS AND SHORT ESSAYS

“Comment on ‘What Did Welfare Reform Accomplish?’ by Rebecca Blank.” Prepared for a

conference in honor of Eugene Smolensky, Berkeley, December 12-13, 2003.

“Comment on ‘How Are Families Who Left Welfare Doing Over Time? A Comparison of Two

Cohorts of Welfare Leavers’ by Pamela Loprest.” In Economic Policy Review, Volume 7,

Number 2, September 2001.

“Comment on ‘How Does a Community’s Demographic Composition Alter Its Fiscal Burden?’

by Thomas MaCurdy and Thomas Nechyba.” In Demographic Change and Fiscal Policy, edited

by Alan Auerbach and Ronald Lee. Cambridge University Press: Cambridge, 2001, 149-154 .

“Welfare and Demographic Outcomes: Is There a Connection?” in Welfare Reform: Facts, Myths,

and Consequences. Proceedings of a conference sponsored by UC Davis. Sacramento,

California. 1996.

“Comment on ‘Fundamental Tax Reform and Labor Supply’ by Robert K. Triest.” In Economic

Effects of Tax Reform, edited by Henry Aaron and William Gale. Brookings Institution Press:

Washington DC, 1996, 271-275.

PUBLICATIONS – OTHER

“Poverty in America: Trends and Explanations,” in The NBER Digest, June 2006.

“Has Welfare Reform Affected Children’s Living Arrangements?” in Focus, the Newsletter of the

Institute for Research on Poverty, University of Wisconsin, Volume 23, Number 2, Summer

2004. (with Marianne Bitler and Jonah Gelbach).
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PUBLICATIONS – OTHER (CONTINUED)

“The Impact of Welfare Reform on Living Arrangements,” in Poverty Research News, the

Newsletter of the Northwestern University/University of Chicago Joint Center for Poverty

Research, Volume 6, Number 3, pp. 14-15, May-June 2002 (with Marianne Bitler and Jonah

Gelbach).

“The Employment, Earnings, and Income of Less-Skilled Workers Over the Business Cycle”, in

Focus, the Newsletter of the Institute for Research on Poverty, University of Wisconsin, Volume

20, Number 3, Fall 1999.

“Married Women Work Less Because of the EITC,” in The NBER Digest, April 1999.

“Married Couples, Work and the EITC”, in Poverty Research News, the Newsletter of the

Northwestern University/University of Chicago Joint Center for Poverty Research, Volume 2,

Number 3, pp. 6-8, Summer 1998 (with Nada Eissa).

“Welfare Benefits Determine Hours of Work,” in The NBER Digest, February 1994.

WORK IN PROGRESS

“Analyzing the Introduction of the Food Stamp Program” (with Diane Schanzenbach)

“Food Stamps and Child Well-being: Analysis using Natality Data” (with Doug Almond, Ken

Chay and Diane Schanzenbach)

“The EITC and Child Well-being” (with Doug Miller)

“Quasi-Experiments and True State Dependence in Welfare Participation” (with Kenneth Chay

and Dean Hyslop)
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EDITORIAL ACTIVITIES

Associate Editor, Journal of Public Economics, 2006 – present.

Associate Editor, Journal of Economic Perspectives, 2004 –present.

Associate Editor, American Economic Review, 2002 – present.

Editorial Board, The B.E. Journals in Economic Policy and Analysis, 2004–present.

Ad Hoc Reviewer for Journals:

American Economic Review, Berkeley Electronic Press, Canadian Journal of Economics,

Demography, Econometrica, Economic Journal, Industrial and Labor Relations Review,

Industrial Relations, Journal of Business and Economic Statistics, Journal of Econometrics,

Journal of Human Resources, Journal of Labor Economics, Journal of Policy Analysis and

Management, Journal of Political Economy, Journal of Public Economics, Labour Economics,

National Tax Journal, Quarterly Journal of Economics, Regional Science and Urban

Economics, Review of Economics and Statistics, The Review of Economic Studies, Social

Science Quarterly, Southern Economic Journal, Sphere Institute.

Ad Hoc Reviewer for Research Proposals:

National Science Foundation, Census Regional Data Centers, Public Policy Institute of

California, California Policy Research Center.

Ad Hoc Reviewer for Publishers:

Addison-Wesley, Harvard University Press, McGraw-Hill, University of Chicago Press.

UNIVERSITY AND DEPARTMENT SERVICE

Ad Hoc Personnel Committee Member, UC Davis, 2005-2006.

Recruiting Chair, Department of Economics, UC Davis, 2005-2006

Undergraduate Studies Chair, Department of Economics, UC Davis, 2003-present

Chair, Committee to Reform Undergraduate Economics Program, Department of Economics, UC

Davis 2002-2003

External Committee Member, Recruiting, Department of Political Science, UC Davis, 2002-2003

Social Sciences Program Committee, UC Davis, 2001-2003

Economy, Justice, and Society Program Committee, UC Davis, 2001-present

Program Director, Program on Welfare, Education, and Inequality, Institute for Governmental

Affairs, UC Davis, 2001-present

Divisional Advisory Committee, College of Letters and Sciences, 2001-2002
