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Profile 

The resources in place to help people with mental illness – hospital psychiatry departments, CSSSs, and various other community organizations – plus the links between them, add up to an incredibly complex and costly system. Identifying the most cost-effective changes to pursue requires careful data collection and analysis. Since his arrival at the Douglas Hospital Research Centre in 1996, Eric Latimer, PhD, a health economist, has been looking for ways to improve the services our society provides to people with some of the most severe forms of mental illness, while staying within local and provincial budgetary constraints. 

Eric Latimer's research at the DHRC has centered around two specific kinds of programs to help people with severe mental illness - Assertive Community Treatment and Supported Employment. He has also conducted economic analyses of a number of programs pertaining to mental illness, including a rapid response team to treat suicidal adolescents who present at the Emergency Department, and a program to screen and treat elderly medical in-patients for depression. 

As associate member of the Joint Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, and Occupational Health at McGill University, he teaches courses on economics and health policy. He heads a provincial task force on Assertive Community Treatment, and in this way, among others, is involved in helping move research findings on mental health services from theoretical knowledge to practice at the provincial level.

Éric Latimer is the coordinator of the Assertive Community Treatment Development Assistance Group.
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