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Former Chief Counsel With Senator Cornyn and Former Supreme Court Clerk Joins Gibson Dunn’s Dallas Office
James C. Ho is of counsel in the Dallas office of Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher and an active member of the firm’s Appellate and Constitutional Law practice group.  He also practices antitrust, consumer protection, intellectual property, and media law, and previously served in the firm's Washington, D.C. office.  He has substantial experience in constitutional, appellate, and other complex litigation matters in federal and state courts across the country -- including the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, the Supreme Court of Texas, and other state supreme courts -- and also regularly advises clients in government investigations, administrative agency matters, and other settings outside of formal litigation proceedings.  He has handled numerous matters involving constitutional and statutory challenges to and defenses of actions by federal, state, and local governments, including preparing briefs and white papers, advising trial counsel, presenting oral argument, and providing testimony before legislative committees.

Mr. Ho has over seven years of experience working in all three branches of the federal government -- including the U.S. Supreme Court, the Department of Justice, and the Senate Judiciary Committee -- as well as in state government.  From 2003 to 2005, he served as chief counsel to Senator John Cornyn of Texas on the Senate Judiciary Committee, where he also served as chief counsel of the Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights, and Property Rights during the 108th Congress, and as chief counsel of the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border Security and Citizenship during the 109th Congress.  He managed dozens of Congressional proceedings, provided legal and political advice to members and their staffs on both sides of the aisle, and crafted legislation and legislative strategy in diverse areas including the Freedom of Information Act, civil rights, constitutional law, immigration, intellectual property, civil justice reform, national security, bankruptcy, and federal courts.  From 2001 to 2003, Mr. Ho worked at the U.S. Department of Justice, first as Special Assistant to the Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights, and then as an attorney-adviser in the Office of Legal Counsel.  During his service at Justice, he was appointed to the U.S. delegation to the U.N. Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and the White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders coordinating committee.  Mr. Ho served as a law clerk for Judge Jerry E. Smith of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit from 1999 to 2000, and for Justice Clarence Thomas of the U.S. Supreme Court during October Term 2005.  Prior to law school, he was a legislative aide to state Senator Quentin L. Kopp (I-San Francisco).

Mr. Ho was named one of the “Best Lawyers Under 40” by the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association in 2006, and one of the best 35 Congressional aides under 35 by The Hill in 2005.  He received an Exceptional Civilian Service Award for his service at the Justice Department in 2002.  He is a frequent author and speaker and an active member of several professional and community organizations (listed below).

Mr. Ho graduated in 1999 with high honors from The University of Chicago Law School, where he was appointed to The University of Chicago Law Review, elected to the Order of the Coif, and awarded the Tony Patiño Fellowship and the Ann Watson Barber Award for Outstanding Service.  During law school, he volunteered with the Asian American Legal Services Clinic, co-founded the Institute for Justice Clinic on Entrepreneurship, and co-chaired the 18th Federalist Society Student Symposium on “Competition, Free Markets and the Law.”  He graduated in 1995 with a B.A. in Public Policy with honors and an Honors Thesis Prize from Stanford University.  He is a member of the bars of Texas, Virginia, and the District of Columbia.

Representative Matters
· Lead counsel in Barr v. City of Sinton, challenging local zoning ordinance under the Texas Religious Freedom Restoration Act and successfully securing petition for review from the Supreme Court of Texas

· Lead counsel in Razaq v. Gonzales, challenging U.S. Department of Justice action on administrative and statutory grounds in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit

· Lead counsel for U.S. Senator John Cornyn and other Senators as amicus curiae in various constitutional and statutory matters before the U.S. Supreme Court

· Appellate counsel in Vestin Mortgage Inc. v. McKenna, securing favorable settlement of multi-million dollar dispute with state regulators after petitioning for writ of mandamus on statutory and constitutional grounds from the Supreme Court of Hawai’i

· Appellate counsel in Staley v. Harris County, successfully arguing that earlier ruling endorsing plaintiff’s constitutional claim should be set aside on grounds of mootness by the en banc panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit

· Appellate counsel on behalf of defendants seeking relief on common law, statutory, and constitutional grounds against multi-million dollar punitive damage awards in Oregon circuit court and the Supreme Court of Tennessee

· Counsel for Floyd Landis, the 2006 winner of the Tour de France, on potential legal defenses in arbitration proceedings initiated by the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency 

· Expert committee witness on constitutionality of proposed legislation relating to immigration and citizenship in the Texas House of Representatives 

· Counseled clients in various industries on potential constitutional and statutory objections to and defenses of state laws and government actions in Texas, California, Alaska, Kansas, Louisiana, North Carolina, and the District of Columbia 

· Counseled clients on potential constitutional, statutory, and other legal defenses to investigations pursuant to the Telemarketing Sales Rule, the CAN-SPAM Act, and information security and other regulations of the Federal Trade Commission 

· Antitrust counsel in defense against hostile takeover bid in the Southern District of New York, resulting in a favorable settlement 

· Participated in the successful representation of George W. Bush and Richard Cheney in litigation arising out of the 2000 presidential election before the U.S. Supreme Court and other federal and state courts

Selected Publications
· Citizenship by birth -- can it be outlawed?, L.A. Times, Mar. 10, 2007, at A21

· Supreme Court Strengthens Constitutional Protections Against Arbitrary and Excessive Punitive Damage Awards, MediaLawLetter, Feb. 2007, at 31 (co-author)

· Defining “American”: Birthright Citizenship and the Original Understanding of the 14th Amendment, 9 Green Bag 2d 367 (2006)

· The Heritage Guide to the Constitution (2005) (contributor)

Selected Professional and Community Activities
· Appointed to the Federal Judicial Evaluation Committee by U.S. Senators Kay Bailey Hutchison and John Cornyn to evaluate potential nominations for the federal judiciary and U.S. Attorney in the state of Texas

· Member of the Philosophical Society of Texas, the Texas Lyceum Association, the Dallas Assembly, and the University of North Texas College of Law Founders Board

· Human Rights Initiative of North Texas, Inc.: Board of Trustees

· State Bar of Texas / Appellate Section: Co-Chair, Pro Bono Committee; Associate Editor, The Appellate Advocate
· American Bar Association / Section of Administrative Law and Regulatory Practice: Vice-Chair, Antitrust and Trade Regulation Committee; Vice-Chair, Constitutional Law and Separation of Powers Committee; Vice-Chair, Legislative Process and Lobbying Committee

· Supreme Court Historical Society: Faculty, Summer Institute for Teachers

· Federalist Society / Litigation Practice Group: Chair, Appellate Litigation Subcommittee

· National Asian Pacific American Bar Association: Host Committee Member and Program Committee Co-Chair, 2004 Annual Convention in Dallas

· Asian Pacific American Bar Association Educational Fund (AEF): Board of Directors

· AEF Robert T. Matsui Annual Writing Competition: Co-Founder and Board of Advisors

· Dallas Asian American Bar Association: Secretary

· Conference on Asian Pacific American Leadership: Advisory Council

